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. See Gladys AbernatbiyJoe Hanfelder
Syl to sign up to help

For the month of July:
Receipts$11,471.07
Expenses$8,950.01

For year to date:

Messy Church Receipts: $104,036.26

(of which $38,798.43 was
Fall Launch transfers from savings)

Sunday, Sept. 10, 46pm Expenses: $90,108.76

Full, line item copies of the

OWHe your ®o monthly reports are available !

in the church office




A few years ago | was
taking a class and one of my
classmates was a Lutheran
minister who was getting a
certification that would let him g
move out of parish ministry
and into chaplaincy or

At the very least, two generals at a table, both
seated, signing the surrendering and cease fire
documents.

We might have statudsf or hi s& ofr yo s
slave auctions, or ahite overseer ripping the
children away from a distraught black mother and
placing the children on the auction block.
teaching. We do not seem to have those statues in many

In the community where pl aces, however, so | dor
he last served a parish, somela residents were The 10 commandments monument wasabout
raising money and trgg to obtain the permitsneeded t he bol d cl aim that the ¢
to erect a monument with the 10 Commandmentson communi ty. O

it in front of the courthouse. My classmate had sent a No . AfLove the Lord God

letter to the editor and spoken at the City Council and soul and |l ove your ne

meeting against such a manent. seem to have the support of those who want to erect
He quoted good Lutheran theology that, as granite monuments. Yelesus was the one who said

Christians, we should never present the condemnation all the commandments rest on those 2.

of the law without a counterbalancing proclamation of We do not talk about the 2 great commandments

grace. or the Beatitudes when it comes to reminding others
Christians, therefore, in such a public manner as a of who has the power in our communities on their

granite monument, should never puttbp 10 walk to the courthouse.

commandments without an equal amount of space And that is wlat those monuments and those

being devoted to the Beatitudes or some quotes from  statues are really about, to remind the poor and the
Jesus (or even Paul) about the forgiveness of sinsand mi nor i ti es that they donf¢
the prevalence of Godos s ®votemnrgetition & murt; to remind n@mristians
His congregation fired him. they are in the minority
A local businessman who reguly had tenants | wonder wlat would happen in our communities
evicted and repossessed cars he had sold on credit did if instead of prideful (sinful hubris?) statues of past
not want fABl essed ar e t helegdersoposed ircvatory, walhad statueg ofthem t e
the way up to the court hoknseting beggng fol fagivenesd, pleaging with God
classmate and colleague. that they mightliscernG o dwallsor giving honorto
AOf course, that Tienods fthe mothen of asoldieyshaim under their command.
Chur chosndalane FPoruy how, t hat 0 BheMdt Mamlwar memorial is the most
have given up on pari sh mimpréssive mgmoral we lkeavesiamydpinion. Itis

As | see the controversy over the so called holy ground. Maybe counties could put up granite
Confederate monuments and statues, | think of my slabs with the names of all the blacks who were
friend and the people in his last church. lynched intheir county over the last 150 years. And

Why were those statues originally installed? an apology, etched in stone, that they had allowed

| think it is about power, a statement by a majority  such evil to fester in their community all that time.
that they are still in charge. We know most of those That would be historyThat would be faithful.

statues were erected during times when others in | believewhat the people fighting over the statues

society were pushing for civil rights for African needis a spirit of confession, penance and humility.

Americans and other marginalized groups. Then we might say God had won the victory. In such
Thestatues were a way of pushing back, to a community, we would not need granite monuments

remind the oppressed that no matter how the civil war  or cheap metal statues. The people themselves would

turned out, they still had no power in this community.  be the monuments. We could call ourselves the Body
I f it was really about ﬁof—[]hrissitory,(‘)/the statues wo

be of Confederate generals on their knees, /ZZZLW/ )

surrenderindheir swords to a Union officer standing i ///Z

over them, accepting their surrender.



Dinner at Ronald McDonald House fi At o ur eeknighn zehten wervice, |

spoke on humor and noted
Sept'14 humor S t he fastest w
Leave church at 3:J8n Afterward, a retired business executive came up to

me and said that it reminded him of a very
conflicted negotiation he had sat in on.

fiBoth parties used nasty language, called each
other names and threatened to walk out, until the
young man who had been diligently recording the
meeting, quietly s pOsBore u

Ll . Join the WMT

. I making dinner and
“i+| offering fellowship
| and prayer with the
families staying at
the Park Ave.

word or three?d6 Al at
Ronald McDonald laughter, the tension was defused and the
House. negotiation successfully
o o This is always a via Bob White, Owego, NY
special night of lightening the burden for families
going through a difficult time with a seriously ill or A reporter asked a 104year-ol d wo man:
injured child in a long term stay at Cardinal Glennon do you think is the best
Hospital for Children. Come and join this special iNo peer pressure, o she
ministry! ovia George Goldtrap, Ormond-by-the-Sea, FL

Annual Blessing of the Animals
September 24, 9:30am

Worship outdoors (weather permitting) bring a lawn chair if you like

Bring your leashed
or crated/caged pets

3’\ For a blessing and to celebrate
>l w a \ All God’s Creatures
- & ﬁ > g \ Great and Small
i 324 ¥ dogw (° LU ~NE Y The Lord our God loves them all!
Message from the Moderator
Visioning Task Force

As you know, questionnaires were mailed to and compiled by Rev. Nancy SpierLee. The Visioning
Task Force met with Rev. Nancy. She said St. John Wood River is &ardworking, caring church. We have
the same concerns as many congregations. Declining membership and declining support are among
them.

Structured Dialogue groups met Aug. 5 & 9. This was the start of conversations to determine: What is
the purpose of St. John UCC, Wood River now and in the future? What would be the epectations of a
part-time versus full time Pastor? What does God hope for us?

The Visioning Task Force has been discussing various pastoral models such agoked, bi-vocational,
semi-retired, and student pastor as well as ways to continue supporting a full time pastorate. We will be
meeting with Rev. Shana Johnson, designated Conference Minister, to further discuss and bring informed
options to the congregation. We expect the task force to call for a congregational meeting to bring to the
congregation our options as we move forward.

Members of the Visioning Task Force are: Jim Stille, chair, Brad Pulaski, John Gebelein, Kathleen
Hall, Destiny Lednicky, Betty Maendele, Linda Votaw, Marilyn Tohill and Pastor Mike. Please thank
them for their servi ce in this challenging task.

And | want to thank the congregation for your participation in this process.

Jim Stille



Julie Guvillo,
Creative Executive Director
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Answering the Call: LIVING THE QUESTIONS 2.0
. . . Wednesday nights
A Spirituality Center 6pm , Starting Sept. 13
Prayer stations built around multiple intelligences, People know that at its core, Christianity has
incorporating ancient and contemporary practices,  something good to offer the human race. At the
~and founded on Scripture same time, many have a sense that they are alone
will be available for people of all ages. in being a "thinking" Christian and that
. : "salyaging".Christianity is a hopeless task. What
Come spend time |in is %lgéﬁeai Q Psaf er%ir%nment where people
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. have permission to ask the questions they've
Wedneslay, September 6th 2017 always wanted to ask but have been afraid to
at St. John United Church of Christ voice for fear of being thought a heretic.
228 N @' St. Wood River, IL Living the Questions is a 2k-week DVD

and web-based small group study exploring

A Place of Grace is supported by offering beyond the traditions and rote theologies in
Cash, check, credit/debit cards, and electronic offerings are all which so many people .an_d cha! Ch_UfChe_S_ seem to
gratefully received. be stuck. Ideal for Christian invitation, initiation

and spiritual formation, Living the Questions will

’C?Mﬁ%mwm@. MJOQM_%LW& MW help seekers and "church alumni/ae" alike in

discovering the significance of Christianity in the

4

, 21st Century and what a meaningful faith can
PHILLIP'S FLOCK by Doc Goodwin look like in today's world.
[ Thers la nawa rightanus. | |} - The format of each session includes a
s m0 el e o vi(_jeo, gujded discussion anql Biple study. The 20
notin us. ALL Ravs ginned minute videos for each session include
glory of God. conversation, sermon clips, lecture excerpts, and
spiritual exercises for practical applications
(including different forms of pr ayer and
meditation, movement, walking the labyrinth,
etc).

We have gone through the first 4 lessons
of 2.0. Although you can pick up with the group
with the 5t session on Sept. 13, the background
for those 4 sessions is available in the office and
you can review the DVD portions as well.

The background material for this next
session is in the office as well. Pick up a copy if
you are interested in joining us for a great year of
lively discussion and growing faith.

1[I The wages of in iz |
[ Feamt, you chan perich.\
Ul repent, you g

) Bfuﬁdifws_mnfu our

Y| eimz, He iz faithful and
=|| Justto claanss us from
“IA, all unrightemsnass.

i Mow | know why the
s I'ﬂah:n Preachers who tell

before the germon w‘“ ILE flm;'&%ﬂ i
I'fdulurg:,_/‘_/ s & collection (
/] W 1-: :.’_:,

trom foyfulNoiseleiter.com
EDwoc Goodwin (Phulhp's Flock)
Reprinted with permission



Please Pray for:

Hospitalized/Health Concerns
Beth Davis

Staying Close to Home
Margaret Rowden Don Schueler
Lucille Aubin Lin Cox

Janet Blair Dale Noble Tamara Wiegand
Jim & Rita Sutton .
Lincoln Hill Kyleigh Roberts In Nursing Homes
Ed Hamlin
We keep the family of Margaret Hinkle, Hitz Home

Jim Jonesin our prayers. Ginny Mitchell, Morningside
Jim died Tuesday, Aug. 22 Bob Hall, Bethalto Care Center

atage 90 Cindi Pulaski, Eunice Smith

Serving in the Military

Visitation will be Saturday, Bystin & Ashley Richards, Blake Sabolo and
Sept. 16, 9am until time Brandon Southcombe
~~ of the service at 11am, her

at the church. Overseas Teacher/Diplomatic
Leigh-Ellen Kichline
Amy Tohill

Child Sponsored by St. John
ShantiniN., Family Village Farm,
Brammapuram, India

September Birthdays

N rrm, \7 /%
1- Linda Votaw : K ¢
w

5 - Carter Burk

6 - Holly Sadowski

7 - Hunter Counton

8 - Karissa Burk, Harold Heideman,

21- Ted
-22- Nathaniel Butler, Nathan Dykes
Michelle Pulaski

Charlie Tyveedy 23- Sydne)Berthlett |
9 - Tanner Fi 24 - Corv Frve :
12- Brior Wiegaf@ Noah Hanfelder, Bill Hartman ik
) leigh Rhodes
14— Dennis Johnson * : _
15- Ramona Determan :

nor summer b. f
e  EwAuummatbyadn Dbnﬁ‘ |
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A-maze-ing!
This maze is a fun way to discover three names for God. Using one of the arrows as your starting point,

find a path that takes you all the way through the maze. Once you’ve made it through, write the letters
from your path in the spaces provided.

15049 £JOH ‘U0G “Aayje, [SIamsuy

Names for God

The Bible uses many different words to describe what God is like. To discover some of these, write in the
blank the letter that comes before this letter in the alphabet. For example, if “B” is below the blank, write an
“A” in the blank.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ Jinds Aiops

WopsIM

e e e S S e S J01A8G
D S F B U P S G B U I F S TALOJWOY)

uog

puarLy

N MmO T Ry TG @y T e B TOYION
N P U1 F S G & ] F O E e

1018217

_ SIaMSUY



SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6p Girl Scouts 1 ) 5:30p AA 2
9:30a Worship Labor Day 9:30a Stewardshif
10:30a Coffee
i No WR Rotai
Fellowship &4 6p Bunco 4-8p Spirituality 8:30a Fellowship
7p Boy Scouts Center Breakfast
3 4 | 5-8p Cub Scouts 5| 6p Task Force 6| 6:30p OAT 7 | 6p Girl Scouts 8| 5:30p AA 9
National Patriot Day Jim Jones
Grandparents 12p WR Rotary Memorial Serv.
o 6p Task Force 9amvisitation
9:30a Worship P 11am service
7p Heartland
10:30a Coffee . ) 3:15 Leave for
Quilters 7p Boy Scouts 6p Girl Scouts Ronald McD.
érl\.sltl)ﬂblillessy 10 11| 7pcubscouts 12| epBible Study 13| House dinner 14 6p Girl Scouts 15| 5:30p AA 16
9:30a Worship 11a2p Salad First day &
12p WR Rota Autumn
10:30a Coffee P y Luncheon 124pFH.
Fellowship Reserved
1l1a Finance Tir 7p Boy Scouts 4:30p WMT Mtg
Mtg 17 18| 7pcubscouts  19] epBible Study 20 21} 6p Girl Scouts 22| 5:30p AA 23
9a Heartland
9:30a Worship Quilters
Blessing of the 12p WR Rotary
Animals 6p Task Force
10:30a Coffee 7p Boy Scouts 6p Girl Scouts
Fellowship 24 25! 7pcubScouts 26§ epBible Study 27| 6p Ad Tm Mtg 28} 6p Girl Scouts 29! 5:30p AA 30




Mission Statement for St. John UCC

St. John United Church of Christ, Wood River, lllinois
is a Christian Community:

Worshiping the Triune God

Claiming the historic faith of the church

Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ

Nurturing for Christian discipleship

Ministering to one another through fellowship and caring
Serving our community and the world

Connecting with other Christians for witness and service

The Messenger is a monthly publication of St. JohitddnChurch of Christ, 228 Nsixth St.,
Wood River, IL 62095; phone 618 2B4682. E-mail sjucc@sbcglobal.net
57 Access our home pagewatvw.stjohnucc.net Worship is a9:30 a.m.
20 Our Pastor is Rewike Southcombgecell phone (618) 558014

T | TheMessengeredi t or i al staff amde¢l Marlsen&vad ealal
ﬁﬂ - All guests are welcome.
ARal ways caring, al ways

St. John United Church of Christ
228 N. Sixth St.
Wood River, IL 62095

Return Service Requested



http://www.stjohnucc.net/

