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No matter who you are… 

…or where you are on life’s journey,   

YOU are welcome here. 

 
 

 

άWŀŎƻōΩǎ [ŀŘŘŜǊέ 
  
 !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WŀŎƻō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
dream he had about a ladder on which angels were descending and ascending and 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŀȅ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ DƻŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŀŎƻō ǿƻǳƭŘ 
be the father of many nations and that all people on earth would be blessed 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 
 ²ŜΩƭƭ talk about what makes a place holy, when a stone can be a pillow and 
when a stone can be a monument. 
 We will grow in Christ by opening our eyes to the spiritual dimension of 
ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƛƴ WŀŎƻōΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
messeƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƎǊƻǿ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ōȅ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
attention to the spiritual aspects of life all around us. 
 !ƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǳƴǇƭǳƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 
togetherτfamilies and church family! 

Messy ChurchτCross Generationalτ HearingτSpeakingτSinging 
 Connecting Scripture to our Lives Today! 

 

In This Issue  

 

January  

Calendar,  

Birthdays  

& Prayer list  

 

From the Pastor  

Our annual 

UCC/St. Johnõs  

Trivia contest  

 

Church 

Anniversary  

 

Message from 

the Moderator  

 

Kids Klips  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Time for our annual Trivia Contest! 

 

St. Johnôs anniversary is January 20 so the January pastorôs epistle has been a UCC 

trivia contest for the last few years.  Here is the last one you will have to endure unless 

someone else picks up the tradition.  These are all questions you should have touched 

on in Confirmation class. 

 

Fill out the answer sheet (there are extra copies on the table in the narthex) and put 

them in the barrel on the table.  Weôll draw a winner from all submitted entries on 

January 21.  Good luck! 

 

1. The UCC has one conference that is not geographically based, and it has a bishop presiding over the 

churches in its judicatory.  It consists of the reformed churches founded by immigrants from a 

particular nation.  The ñCalvin Synodò is comprised of churches historically connected to the 

____________________ Reformed Church. 

 

2. Our Evangelical spiritual ancestors came from the first formal church in Europe that united 

Lutherans and Reformed churches after the reformation.  The Prussian Union Church (known by 

other names as well) became the official church of Prussia in 1817.  Name the king whose decrees 

led to the formation of this church:  King ___________________  ___________________ III. 

 

3.  Rev. Robert Kofer was the first pastor to serve the group of people who would form St. Johnôs 

Evangelical Church.  Rev. Kofer came to conduct worship services every other week from 1917 to 

1920 until the group officially incorporated, joined the Southern Illinois Synod and called their first 

full time pastor.  Name the church and the town where Rev. Kofer was the settled pastor:  

__________________________________________________.  

 

4. The first church building for St. Johnôs Evangelical Church was purchased from a nearby Baptist 

congregation and moved to the corner of 6th and Penning.  This building served the congregation for 

about 7 years until they built the church building that still stands today.  What was the name of the 

congregation that sold us the original church building (and that is now a house down the block on 

Penning)?  _______________________________________________. 

 

5.  The first hymnals purchased by St. Johnôs Evangelical Church were copyright 1917 by Eden 

Publishing house, purchased in 1922.  The title of the hymnal was ___________  

______________________________      _________________________________. 

 

6.  Our ñGood Shepherdò window is based on a painting by German painter _________________   

____________________________.   

 

Thatôs it, just 6 questions.  Enter early, enter often! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

Please Pray for:  
 
Friends and family hospitalized or with ongoing health concerns  
Roger Ringering  Mike Embry   Jennifer Smith  
Don Ott    Dusti Shoemaker   Tamara Wiegand  
 
Child Sponsored by St. John : 
Shannon N. at Family Village Farm in Brammapuram, India  
 
Staying Close to Home/Ongoing Health Concerns  
Rachel Abert  Margaret Rowden  
Lucil le Aubin  Beryl Shoemaker  
Don Schueler   
Jim Sutton       Overseas Teacher/Diplomatic  
        Leigh -Ellen Kichline  
In Nursing Homes      Amy Tohill  
Cindi Pulaski, Eunice Smith       
Margaret Hinkle, Hitz Home      
Ginny Mitchell       
Bob Hall, Bethalto Care Center  
Lucille Aubin, Rosewood, Edwardsville     
  
Serving in the Military       
Dustin & Ashley Richards, Blake Sabolo  
and Brandon Southcombe  

January Birthdays  

  2 - Dustene Shoemaker 

  3 - Evelyn Hendricks, 

       Nathan Reppenhagen 

  4 - John Rhodes 

  5 - Terri Thorp  

  7 - Jessica Phelan, Mandy Hanfelder 

10 - Jean Vassier 

13 - Jonathan Hinkle 

15 - Caleb Roberts 

18 - John Helmkamp III  

19 - George Koprivica 

22 - Janay Niehaus 
 

 

 

24 - Charles Hinkle 

25 - Janet Shewmake 

26 - Ashton Noble 

29 - Ali Counton 

30 - Elizabeth Gebelein,   

       Nick Sutton,  

      Madison Crockett 
 



Coming Events Around Church & Conference  
 

 
 

Day of Discipleship 

Mission Making Members 
March 3, 2018 

9:30 am - 2:00 pm 

Evangelical UCC, Highland 

 

Workshops, guest speaker, lunch, fellowship. 
 

Installation of Rev. Shana Johnson as our 
Conference Minister will follow the workshops  

at 3pm.  
 

Sign up to attend Day of Discipleship. 
All are invited to the installation! 

 

 
 

An usher went up to a man who had his hat on 
in a church pew, and asked him to remove it.  
"Thank goodness," said the man, "I thought that 
would get a reaction. I've attended this church 
for weeks, and you are the first person to speak 
to me."  

ⱷ via Rev. Bill Park 
 

 

Living the 

Questions 2.0 

 

 

Wednesday Nights 

6pm 

 
Jan. 10   Restoring Relationships 

Jan. 17   The Prophetic Jesus 

Jan. 24   No bible study, Ad Team mtg. 

Jan. 31   Evil, Suffering and a God of Love 

Feb. 7     The Myth of Redemptive Violence 

Feb. 14    Ash Wednesday 

 

And the rest of February and March will have a 

special Lenten bible study series.    
 

 

 

 

 

  

http://iscucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/CurchOutlineLogo2.jpg


 

St. John UCC!!! 
January 20th is the anniversary of the founding of St. 

John UCC in Wood River. 

On Jan 21, we will celebrate with an anniversary 

service & a Potluck Lunch afterwards! 
 

In the meantime: 

We invite everyone to shower the church with giftsð

gifts of fellowship and good cheer! 

We always need items for our fellowship hall kitchen, 

for coffee fellowship, funeral lunches, Messy Church, 

pot lucks and other fellowship events through the 

year. 

 

Paper towels (rolls)  6ò dessert plates 

6 oz. juice cups   Plastic silverware 

6 oz. coffee cups (hot paper or Styrofoam) 

12 oz. plastic cups (for cold drinks) 

10ò to 12ò heavy duty paper dinner plates 

Liquid dish soap   Liquid hand soap 

Dinner napkins   Pot scrubbers 

Sink cleaner (Barkeepôs Friend, e.g.) 

And we are always grateful for boxes of Kleenex 

(tissues) to be used during funeral services. 
 

Please bring any donated items to the basement 

kitchen.  Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Moderator  
 
 As the year 2017 comes to a close, I wish 
good health and happiness to you. 2017 will be 
remembered as a challenging year for us at St. 
John.!  
 Very tough decisions were made to 
change from a Pastor led congregation 
to a Lay led Ministry. We are a positive 
influence in our community. We will  continue to 
be a positive influence by working together in a 
constructive manner.  
 Presently office tasks are being evaluated. 
In the near future a list for  volunteers will be 
posted for these tasks. As you volunteer for 
these tasks remember to be appreciative of what 
others are doing.  
 No one knows what these changes will 
look like. By working toget her and helping one 
another we will adjust and adapt to these 
changes. Our expectations will need to adapt to 
our environment.  
 I Pray for all a Blessed 2018. 
 Thank You! 

Jim Stille  
 

 

 

 

 



 



 



The Messenger is a monthly publication of St. John United Church of Christ, 228 N. Sixth St., 
Wood River, IL 62095; phone 618 254-6682.   E-mail @sjucc@sbcglobal.net    
Access our home page at www.stjohnucc.net.  Worship is at 9:30 a.m.  Messy Church is usually 
the 2nd Sunday of the month at 4-6pm. 
Our Pastor is Rev. Mike Southcombe, cell phone (618) 558-5014 
¢ƘŜ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ 9ǾŀƭŜƴŀ hΩŘŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ hΩŘŜƭƭΦ 

 All guests are welcome.     

                                                    άŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 

 
 
 
St. John United Church of Christ 
228 N. Sixth St. 
Wood River, IL  62095                                                         
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Mission Statement for St. John UCC  

St. John United Church of Christ, Wood River, Illinois 

 is a Christian Community: 

¦ Worshiping the Triune God 

¦ Claiming the historic faith of the church 

¦ Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 

¦ Nurturing for Christian discipleship 

¦ Ministering to one another through fellowship and caring 

¦ Serving our community and the world 

¦ Connecting with other Christians for witness and service 

 

http://www.stjohnucc.net/

