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Transitions Update

The Ad Team met on Nov. 30 and is making plans for our transitionirgdying onmore volunteer help in the

church. Vicki 6s | ast day as secretary wil!/l be Frida)
service to thehurch and her ministry among us.
Jaredbés | ast Sunday as our pianist wild.|l be Dec. 1

play at the 7pm service. Anticipating that many people who usually attend a late service will wand tthatsenvice
with Jared playing, we will only have the one service this year at 7pm. (And the morning service at 9:30ani'for the 4
Sunday of Advent.)

The Finance Team will be creating a small group of volunteers to learn how to enter the givingtiomointa
our bookkeeping system. There are many options open to them in how to do this goingdfdrarard weekly to a
monthly data entry schedule. Deposits, of course, will still be made weekly.

Pastor Mike will work with a group to plan worship sees. Having a group that can put together a worship
service (an order of worship and a bulletin) will be
schedule to free up the pastor to do other things such as hospital visits, etc.

We are exploring together various options for music, worship styles, bulletins and other communication styles,
and so much more. We will certainly see changes moving forward and we hope to have constructive conversations ab
what works to deepen and meg our connection with Christ and with each other.

These transitions can be a time of anxiety and a time of excitement as we try new things for a new chapter in th
life of St. John UCC. Let us build one another up as the Body of Christ as we moaedforw

We will not remember the missteps along the dvayless they are grand and glorious mis<ielpst we will
remember how we treated each other in this time of transilibnse memories of how we move forward together
notd can be a source obntinuing hope and inspiration when we are settled into our new normal. They can also,
unfortunately, be a source of distress and pain. It is quite simply up to each person what memories others will have of
in the future. | am quite confident thaig birthing process will see a thriving and vibrant St. John UCC in the not too
distant future. It is, after all, the season of Advent Hope.

YEAR-END GIVING

Warm Make a donation to

& Kindercottage and sign

Fuzzy Tree your name on a bow for

Place your gifts of mittens, the Narthex Tree (the tree
stocking caps, socks and on the upper landing)

scarves for Operation
Blessing on the tree in Berry
Parlor.

Make a special Christmas gift to St. John UCC with your
,,,,u_ AChristmas Offeringo enBvedthepe on
iz, (/WW" SERCEES Sunday after Christmas. Envelopes will be available Sunday,
Dec. 17 and on Christmas Eve.

The table in Berry Parlor has a catalogue from SERRV with fair trade gifts from around
0o the world; a flyer from Equal Exchange where you can purchase fair trade (and
delicious) coffees, teas, nuts, chocolate and olive oil, with gift baskets available; and
information from Habitat for Humanity, Heifer Project, Hoyleton Ministries, Kindercottage
and others for year-end giving.




AA et hal absence ofOnbeagam weerecall the story of the birth

The words struck me with of the Messia@h and once again we find something
such power | was glad | was in common with the Israelites of 2,000 years ago.
at a red light and had a Waiting, for we still yearn for that hope for
moment to regain my senses ourselves, our church, our community, our nation
before moving. and the world.

On the radio show We recognize, the hope of Christ has not
AOn Being, 0 Kr i ygetkeenTulfillegirthe world.
was interviewing Fr. Greg We are still participating in that hope, in

Boyle, the head of Homeboy the continuing story of the light pushing back the
Industrieswhich is a dark.

Aconstell ation of bVearetlgldesseds dbdo not think anyone
From the that employs former gang in the congregation is suffering froia lethal
Pastor members. The entire absence of hop&.We do not have to venture out
interview was riveting, listen to it on the podcast too far into the community, however, to find
here:On Being: Fr. Boyle people who are.

As we move into Advent, we recall the This Adventlet us be mindful of those who
stories of the Israelites who were suffering from yearn for a sign from God that their lives matter,
the absence of hope, f or tharemyersargibaing heatdhreil griefis sharedc e
hope. o by others, their hope is not in vain.

They had suffered the loss of their kingdom As we encounter changes in our own lives
and their ancestral lands. They hadweed the and the life of the church, let us find solidarity with
oppression of occupying armies, the Babylonians, one another as we go through these changes;
the Greek and then Roman empires. encouraging each other and lifting one another up

They awaited a Messiah to deliver them aswefind new ways of serving within the church
from this humiliation and tyranny. and thecommunity.

Generation after generation being told to Just when the | sraeli
wait, God will deliver us at just the rightre. absence of hope, 06 the an
And each generation learned to live with a new ADo not be afraid. o
normal as the bonds that held them together frayed Somedays we long for the angels to
and their leaders violateteir laws, moral codes reassure us, some days we are the angels God
and, in many cases, their bodies and lives. sends to reassure others. May we find both in this

AO come, O come, E mma seaserl obanticipatoy and hopee d .

And the Messiahame. Only he did not
come to take them to a glorified and glossed over

past, as many wanted. The Messiah came to take 4//
them into a future that would be radically different ’{{// ///

from the past, a future where

In Advent Hope,

Thewolf shall live with the lamb, theleopard
shalllie downwith thekid, the calf andthelion
andthefatling together, and a little childhall
leadthem. (Is. 11:6)

Christmas hath a darkness;
Brighter than the blazing noon;
Christmas hath a chillness
Warmer than the heat of June,

The future would not simply put them in
power over the people they hated but would
establish a new way of being in the world. ;

A completely new way of being, not the Christmas hath a beauty
reversal they envisioned, but a complete reordering  LOVelier than the world can show:
of peopleds hearts. No &% Ghgstmasbyingkidesyssgel s in the

story begin every conver?rgulghthWSS\R/lo"Yh iDo not be
afraid. o i Christina Rosett


https://onbeing.org/programs/greg-boyle-the-calling-of-delight-gangs-service-and-kinship-nov2017/
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Please Pray for:

health concerns
‘Mike Embry
Tamara Wiegand

Friends and family hospitalized\ .
Roger Ringering Marie Bani
Don Ott i

2

Amy Tohill

We keep the family  of
Ed Hamlin in our prayers.
Ed died Nov. 16 . Services
were Nov. 20

Bob Hall, Bethalto Care Center

Serving in the Military
Dustin & Ashley Richards, Blake Sabolo
and Brandon Southcombe
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