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No matter who you areé 
or where you are on lifeôs journey,   

YOU are welcome here. 
 

 
 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Memorial and Honor list  

For Christmas Eve 

 

You may purchase a Poinsettia  

or make a donation to the church Crisis Fund 

to have a memorial, honor or celebration listed 

in the bulletin insert and on the slide show 

during Communion at the Christmas Eve 

Service.  Order forms are at the church.  

Christmas Program 
At 9:30am Worship 

Sunday, December 17 Christmas Eve 
6pm: Hot Chocolate 

& treats in Berry Parlor 

7pm 
Candles, Communion 
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Transitions Update 
 

 The Ad Team met on Nov. 30 and is making plans for our transitioning to relying on more volunteer help in the 

church.  Vickiôs last day as secretary will be Friday, Dec. 29.  Please take an opportunity before that to thank her for her 

service to the church and her ministry among us. 

 Jaredôs last Sunday as our pianist will be Dec. 10.  He has graciously agreed to come back on Christmas Eve and 

play at the 7pm service.  Anticipating that many people who usually attend a late service will want to attend the service 

with Jared playing, we will only have the one service this year at 7pm.  (And the morning service at 9:30am for the 4th 

Sunday of Advent.) 

 The Finance Team will be creating a small group of volunteers to learn how to enter the giving information into 

our bookkeeping system.  There are many options open to them in how to do this going forwardðfrom a weekly to a 

monthly data entry schedule.  Deposits, of course, will still be made weekly. 

 Pastor Mike will work with a group to plan worship services.  Having a group that can put together a worship 

service (an order of worship and a bulletin) will be vital as we move forward to take much of that task off the pastorôs 

schedule to free up the pastor to do other things such as hospital visits, etc. 

 We are exploring together various options for music, worship styles, bulletins and other communication styles, 

and so much more.  We will certainly see changes moving forward and we hope to have constructive conversations about 

what works to deepen and mature our connection with Christ and with each other.   

 These transitions can be a time of anxiety and a time of excitement as we try new things for a new chapter in the 

life of St. John UCC. Let us build one another up as the Body of Christ as we move forward.   

 We will not remember the missteps along the wayðunless they are grand and glorious misstepsðbut we will 

remember how we treated each other in this time of transition.  Those memories of how we move forward togetherðor 

notðcan be a source of continuing hope and inspiration when we are settled into our new normal.  They can also, 

unfortunately, be a source of distress and pain.  It is quite simply up to each person what memories others will have of us 

in the future.  I am quite confident that this birthing process will see a thriving and vibrant St. John UCC in the not too 

distant future.  It is, after all, the season of Advent Hope.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Make a special Christmas gift to St. John UCC with your 
ñChristmas Offeringò envelope on either Christmas Eve or the 
Sunday after Christmas.  Envelopes will be available Sunday, 
Dec. 17 and on Christmas Eve. 
 
 

The table in Berry Parlor has a catalogue from SERRV with fair trade gifts from around 
the world; a flyer from Equal Exchange where you can purchase fair trade (and 
delicious) coffees, teas, nuts, chocolate and olive oil, with gift baskets available; and 
information from Habitat for Humanity, Heifer Project, Hoyleton Ministries, Kindercottage 
and others for year-end giving. 

Warm 
& 

Fuzzy Tree 
Place your gifts of mittens, 
stocking caps, socks and 
scarves for Operation 
Blessing on the tree in Berry 
Parlor. 

Make a donation to 
Kindercottage and sign 
your name on a bow for 

the Narthex Tree (the tree 
on the upper landing) 



ñA lethal absence of hope.ò 

The words struck me with 

such power I was glad I was 

at a red light and had a 

moment to regain my senses 

before moving. 

  On the radio show 

ñOn Being,ò Krista Tippett 

was interviewing Fr. Greg 

Boyle, the head of Homeboy 

Industries which is a 

ñconstellation of businessesò 

that employs former gang 

members. The entire 

interview was riveting, listen to it on the podcast 

here: On Being: Fr. Boyle. 

 As we move into Advent, we recall the 

stories of the Israelites who were suffering from 

the absence of hope, for some, ñA lethal absence of 

hope.ò 

 They had suffered the loss of their kingdom 

and their ancestral lands.  They had endured the 

oppression of occupying armies, the Babylonians, 

the Greek and then Roman empires. 

 They awaited a Messiah to deliver them 

from this humiliation and tyranny. 

 Generation after generation being told to 

wait, God will deliver us at just the right time.  

And each generation learned to live with a new 

normal as the bonds that held them together frayed 

and their leaders violated their laws, moral codes 

and, in many cases, their bodies and lives. 

 ñO come, O come, Emmanuelò they cried. 

 And the Messiah came.  Only he did not 

come to take them to a glorified and glossed over 

past, as many wanted.  The Messiah came to take 

them into a future that would be radically different 

from the past, a future where  

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 

shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 

and the fatling together, and a little child shall 

lead them.  (Is. 11:6) 

 

 The future would not simply put them in 

power over the people they hated but would 

establish a new way of being in the world. 

 A completely new way of being, not the 

reversal they envisioned, but a complete reordering 

of peopleôs hearts.  No wonder the angels in the 

story begin every conversation with, ñDo not be 

afraid.ò 

 Once again we recall the story of the birth 

of the Messiahðand once again we find something 

in common with the Israelites of 2,000 years ago.  

Waiting, for we still yearn for that hope for 

ourselves, our church, our community, our nation 

and the world. 

 We recognize, the hope of Christ has not 

yet been fulfilled in the world. 

 We are still participating in that hope, in 

the continuing story of the light pushing back the 

dark. 

 We are truly blessed.  I do not think anyone 

in the congregation is suffering from ña lethal 

absence of hope.ò  We do not have to venture out 

too far into the community, however, to find 

people who are. 

 This Advent let us be mindful of those who 

yearn for a sign from God that their lives matter, 

their prayers are being heard, their grief is shared 

by others, their hope is not in vain. 

 As we encounter changes in our own lives 

and the life of the church, let us find solidarity with 

one another as we go through these changes; 

encouraging each other and lifting one another up 

as we find new ways of serving within the church 

and the community. 

 Just when the Israelites felt that ñlethal 

absence of hope,ò the angels appeared and said, 

ñDo not be afraid.ò 

 Somedays we long for the angels to 

reassure us, some days we are the angels God 

sends to reassure others.  May we find both in this 

season of anticipation and hope. 
 

  In Advent Hope, 

  

  
 

 
 

Christmas hath a darkness; 

Brighter than the blazing noon; 

Christmas hath a chillness 

Warmer than the heat of June, 

Christmas hath a beauty 

Lovelier than the world can show: 

For Christmas bringeth Jesus, 

Brought for us so low.  

   ï Christina Rosetti 

https://onbeing.org/programs/greg-boyle-the-calling-of-delight-gangs-service-and-kinship-nov2017/


 

 

  

 December Birthdays  
 

2 - Bev Thomas, Chase Counton  
4 - Jeannine Burk  
7 - Jerry Hall, John H. Niehaus  
8 - Beth Farrell, Chris May  
9 - Brent Bauer, Karrie Boyd  
11 - Sue Sullivan, Larry Coates  
15 - Scott Crowder  
19 - Adam Lednicky, Briana McVey  
21 - Jackalynn Woelfel  
23 - Marilyn Tohill, Kristy Hartman  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Before you were born, I had a purpose for you.  

Please Pray for:  
 
Friends and family hospitalized or with ongoing  health concerns  
Roger Ringering  Marie Bantz   Mike Embry  
Don Ott    Dusti Shoemaker   Tamara Wiegand  
Jim Sutton   Jackalynn Woelfel  
 
Child Sponsored by St. John : 
Shannon N. at Family Village Farm in Brammapuram, India  
 
Staying Close to Home/Ongoing Health Concerns  
Rachel Abert  Margaret Rowden  
Lucil le Aubin  Beryl Shoemaker  
Don Schueler   
Jim Sutton       Overseas Teacher/Diplomatic  
        Leigh -Ellen Kichline  
In Nursing Homes      Amy Tohill  
Cindi Pulaski, Eunice Smith       
Margaret Hinkle, Hitz Home    We  keep the family  of    
Ginny Mitchell      Ed Hamlin in our prayers.  
Bob Hall, Bethalto Care Center   Ed died Nov. 16 .  Services   
        were Nov. 20 . 
 
Serving in the Military       
Dustin & Ashley Richards, Blake Sabolo  
and Brandon Southcombe  



 

 

 


