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Featuring Pulled Pork  
Corn on the Cob  Sliced Tomatoes

 Slaw Drinks      Dessert 
Thursday, August 24 

4-7pm 
Tell your friends—post some flyers—sell tickets—sign up to help 
 

Prayer list 
 

Kids Klips 
 

Calendar 
 

Birthdays 
 

From the Pastor 
 

Manna Money 
 

Aug. 6  
Kindercottage 

Sunday 
 

 

What’s Inside 

REMEMBER TO SIGN UP FOR OUR CONVERSATIONS 

Our Structured Dialogue Groups, facilitated by Rev. Nancy Spier-Lee 

Will help our Task Force present a vision for our future 

And the budget plan to reach that Vision! 

Sign up for August 5 or 9 at the church 

Or call the church office to make your reservation. 
 



 On the 2nd night of VBS, I 
posted that one of the joys of VBS 
every year is to see our youth step 
into leadership roles and take on 
more responsibility.  This year we 
saw Eli Hill work with our story 
tellers to make the story come 
alive for the children; Nathan 
Butl er bring an energy and 
enthusiasm to the Activity Center; 
our Scouts provide steady and 
friendly shepherding from one 
activity to the next and Chloe 
Rhodes, Kathryn Butler , and a number of their 
friends shepherd, teach, comfort and guide our 
Heroes through their evenings. 
 We also saw our youngest members, the 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students provide 
guidance and reassurance. 
 When Camryn, Oscar, Lincoln, Caty and 
others saw new kids escorted to their group, they 
welcomed them and told them, ñWe start here, 
but then we have to go down the stairs and then 
up the stairs.ò  They oriented newcomers to the 
flow of the evening, ñWe eat our snacks in the 
basement.ò  ñYou donôt have to eat it if you donôt 
like it.ò  ñWeôll make something in art  and you 
can take it home.ò  ñUp there is where the candy 
is if you bring a friend.ò  
 ñWe have to listen.ò  I know, that surprised 
me, too. 
 We might think that the most important part 
of what we do at VBS is to teach the Bible verses.   
 But long after they have forgotten the Bible 
verses, the children at VBS will remember the 
welcome they experienced hereðthe welcome 
from the adults and the children who call this 
church their home.  
 They will remember this is a safe place to ask 
questions, that their curiosity is resp ected and 
not feared or condemned.   
 They can be themselves, with all their energy, 
questions, curiosity, gifts and problems and still, 
God loves them. 
 One of the parents told Rene that their 2 
children had a choice of going to a birthday pool 
party, a group going to Raging Rivers or coming 
to our VBS and they chose VBS.  Those 2 
children probably did not remember the bible 
verses from last year.  They remembered the 
sense of extravagant welcome, the love and the 

acceptance they felt here.  They 
remembered how it felt to be here 
and they wanted that experience 
again. 
 That extravagant welcome is 
evident in even our youngest 
members. We can all joyfully learn 
from them.  
  
  
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

Comparison is the thief of joy. 
ðTheodore Roosevelt 

 
     ñCovetousness is a joy killer because it sows 
the seed of ingratitude,ò she writes. "Social media 
and television commercials sow the poison of 
covetousness throughout the land. 
     ñThe opposite response to covetousness is 
gratitude. As people of faith, we are to be 
thankful for all things.ò 

—Etta Dale Hornsteiner from her book: 

The Ten Guiding Lights to Health and Wholeness 

 



A little out of season? 
 Maybe. But every season is a 

season of giving in God’s new 

community! 

 Rather than have so many 

special all church and local 

offerings bundled all together in 

December, the stewardship team is 

asking for your support of “The 

Christmas Fund” in August. 

From the Rev. Krista Betz, Director 

for Ministerial Assistance of the 

Pension Boards:  

 Our joy at Christmas is a 

response to God's promise of new 

life through the birth of Jesus. It is a 

joy we are called to share widely, 

through our witness and gifts, both 

to loved ones and to distant 

neighbors. 

 "It wasnôt easy picking up the 

telephone to share with you my 

present situation. In fact, it was one 

of the most humiliating experiences 

of my life although it reminded me 

that grace still happens. Sometimes 

we as clergy persons lose sight of 

Godôs grace when the negative stuff 

comes into our lives." 

 "éthanks so much for 

sharing your time and ministry with 

me. Your most gracious gift is 

appreciated more than words can 

say as I continue to live in the 

'meantime.'" 

 These eloquent words are 

from a pastor who is the recipient of 

the caring and concern of those who 

contribute to the Christmas Fund Offering. 

 You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares for the active and retired clergy and lay 

employees of the United Church of Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering. 

 Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the one above, but also provide for the 

Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank 

You” Gift Checks next December to lower-income retirees. 

 Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low-income annuities make 

it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by 

enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
 

Our Christmas Fund/Veterans of the Cross offering will be dedicated on August 27! 

 



For this month’s coloring page, we’ll use a page from our Christmas Fund coloring book. 

The gifts the Magi brought remind us of the gifts we can bring to honor Jesus. 

  



 
 

 Please Pray for: 
 Hospitalized/Health Concerns 

Beth Davis  Mike Frye 

Sarah Napoli Dale Noble 

Terry Young Rita Sutton 

Laura Hill 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Staying Close to Home 
Margaret Rowden Don Schueler 

Lucille Aubin     Lin Cox      

Tamara Wiegand  
 

In Nursing Homes 

Ed Hamlin 

Margaret Hinkle, Hitz Home 

Jim Jones, Rosewood 

Ginny Mitchell, Morningside 

Bob Hall, Bethalto Care Center 

Cindi Pulaski, Eunice Smith 
 

Serving in the Military 

Dustin & Ashley Richards, Blake Sabolo and 

Brandon Southcombe 
 

Overseas Teacher/Diplomatic: 

Leigh-Ellen Kichline 

Amy Tohill 
 

Child Sponsored by St. John: 

Vimbai Dziya, Mt. Selinda Mission, Zimbabwe 

 



If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion. ïDalai Lama   

Manna Money 
  

 During late July and early August, many of the retailers you might be using for back to school or ñoff 
to collegeò purchases are offering extra bonuses to St. Johnôs.  Target, Best Buy, Old Navy, Barnes and 
Noble College (for text and e-books), Amazon.com, iTunes and about 45 other retailers have all 
temporarily increased the rebate they are giving the scrip card sellers.   
 So, please, make your gift card purchases now! 
 Also, please note that every warning about internet security advises against ever using a debit card for 
a purchase.  Our Manna Money cards allow you to write a check to the church and receive your card that 
has none of your personal information on it.  If you choose to sign up for Presto Pay and Reload Now, you 
are dealing with one high security processor to reload your cards.  This means the card you use at the 
store, restaurant or on line does not have any of your personal or account information.   
 If you are concerned about fraud or identity theft, our Manna Money cards  provide you that  extra 
layer of security and you help the church by purchasing the cards through us.  Itôs a win/win for everyone!  

Check out the possibilities at the Manna Money table every week! 
 
 
 

A farmerôs prayer  
A pastor was attending a men’s breakfast. He asked one of the old-time 

farmers to say the prayer that morning.  

The farmer began, “Lord, I hate buttermilk.” The pastor opened one eye, and 

wondered where this was going.  

  The farmer continued, “And Lord, I hate lard.” Now the pastor was worried.  

   The farmer prayed on, “And You know, Lord, I don’t care too much for 

raw flour either.”  

    The pastor was just about to put a stop to the farmer’s odd prayer when the 

farmer prayed, “But, Lord, when you mixiz’em all together and bakes ‘em 

up, I love me those fresh biscuits. So, Lord, when we don’t understand what’s 

happenin’ ‘round us; when life gets hard; when things come up we don’t like; 

whenever we just don’t understand what You’re tellin’ us, then teach us to 

just relax and wait ‘til You’re done fixin’ what You’re fixin’, and probably it 

will be something even better’n fresh-baked biscuits!”  

   “Now, Lord, bless us, and all this food for which we thank You, an’ kindly 

accept my special thanks for the aroma of fresh biscuits!”  
ⱷvia Rev. James M.T. Connolly  

Chaplain Service,Hunter Holmes McGuire, VAMC  
Richmond, VA 

Important reminders:  
Sign up for one of the Structured Dialogue Groups on Saturday, Aug. 5 or Wednesday, Aug. 9. 

 

Kindercottage Sunday is Aug. 6, please bring gifts of paper goods and cleaning supplies (bleach, etc.)  Brenda Crisp 

will be sharing the message with us that day. 

 

BBQ dinner fund raiser will be Thursday, Aug. 24, 4pm-7pm 

 

Messy Church resumes Sunday, September 10. 

 



 

 

 

       
 

    6p Bunco 1 6p Girl Scouts 2 

8:30a Fellowship 
Breakfast 

 

6:30p OAT Mtg 3  4 

11am-4:45p  
Dialogue Groups 

5:30p AA 5 

9:30a Worship w/ 
Guest Preacher 

10:30a Coffee 
Fellowship 

 6 

12p WR Rotary 

 

 

7p Boy Scouts 7  8 
4p-8:45p   
Dialogue Groups 9  10  11 5:30p AA 12 

9:30a Worship    
w/ Communion 

10:30a Coffee 
Fellowship 

Church Basement 
Ladies 13 

12p WR Rotary 

 

7p Heartland 
Quilters 

7p Boy Scouts 14  15 6p Girl Scouts 16 

 

 

4:30p WMT Mtg 17  18 5:30p AA 19 

9:30a Worship 

10:30a Coffee 
Fellowship 

11a Finance Tm 
Mtg 20 

12p WR Rotary 

 

 

7p Boy Scouts 21  22  23 
 

4-7pm 24  25 5:30p AA 26 

9:30a Worship 

Baptism 
Anniversaries 

10:30a Coffee 
Fellowship 

 27 

12p WR Rotary 

 

 

7p Boy Scouts 28 

9a Heartland 
Quilters 

 

 

 29 6p Girl Scouts 30 
6:30p Ad Team 
Mtg 31     

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDA

Y 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Let praise — not merely thanksgiving, but 

praise — always form an ingredient of thy 

prayers. We thank God for what he is to 

us, for the benefits which he confers and 

the blessings with which he visits us. But 

we praise him for what he is in himself, for 

his glorious excellences and perfections, 

independently of their bearing on the 

welfare of the creature. … When thou 

singest praise, all creation (in a manner) 

sings in thee and with thee.  

 

—Edward Goulburn 

 



The Messenger is a monthly publication of St. John United Church of Christ, 228 N. Sixth St., 

Wood River, IL 62095; phone 618 254-6682.   E-mail sjucc@sbcglobal.net    

Access our home page at www.stjohnucc.net.  Worship is at 9:30 a.m. 

   Our Pastor is Rev. Mike Southcombe, cell phone (618) 558-5014 

The Messenger editorial staff includes, Evalena O’dell and Marlene O’dell. 

 All guests are welcome.     

                                                    “always caring, always sharing” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
St. John United Church of Christ 
228 N. Sixth St. 
Wood River, IL  62095                                                         
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

Mission Statement for St. John UCC  

St. John United Church of Christ, Wood River, Illinois 
 is a Christian Community: 

 

¦ Worshiping the Triune God 

¦ Claiming the historic faith of the church 

¦ Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 

¦ Nurturing for Christian discipleship 

¦ Ministering to one another through fellowship and caring 

¦ Serving our community and the world 

¦ Connecting with other Christians for witness and service 
 

http://www.stjohnucc.net/

