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Special Events Coming Up

August 23 Listening Post after worship
August 27. Barbecue pulled pork dinners7pm

August 29: Trip to the Lincoln Presidential Museum and lunch with
Sadonna.

September 11 Making dinner for families staying at the Park Ave.
Ronald McDonald House. Leave church at 3pm.

September B: Rally Day!!! Bible Presentation Sunday for ot &nd
6" graders during worship.

September24: Salad Luncheon, 11a@pm

September 27 Outdoor service with Blessing of the Animals. Bring
your leashed or crated pets for our annual blessing service.

October 4
fellowship.

New Member so ClI

Confirmation Classes
If you are entering 7™" or 8" grade (or above) and are interested
in Confirmation, please see Pastor Mike. Planning meeting will
be after church on September 13.
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New Members

If you are interested
in joining St. John
UCC as a voting
member, you are
invited to a class afte
worship on Sunday,
Oct. 4afterworship

It will last about 2v2
hours and include
lunch.

Please see Pastor
Mike to sign up for
the class.
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About 31lyears ago, on a family road trip from Just ashie mile markers can tell us how much

Chicago taOrlandq FL, | told our9 year oldson the further we have to go (with far more specificity than
wonderful secret about God gives us about our lifespaspmetimes it is
0 Interstate kghway good to use them to see how far we have come.

mile makers: as you We turned it into a game with our son. Instead of
are heading south, they lookingonlyfort he mi |l e mar ker s,
tell you how many what did you see in the |

ﬁom miles left until you billboards, cows, retention ponds and balloons tied
cross into another state. around a mailbox became far more interesting than

}%,5 Or While notquite up counting down the miles.

tothei You f or got Ittishree with life, as well. Lookingtahe beauty
kid at t heledelofaristakethisvias s t o p and the stories of people around us is far more

still a mistake. satisfying than simply counting the déysither
For 265 miles o I-65 through Indiana, we were passed or yet to come.
told every half mile how much further to Louisville. On our spiritual highway, what have been the mile
Stopping for lunch at the Hoosier Kitchen did not markers for you? Has your understanding of God and
distract him from his now heavenly commissioned Godods pr e sliechamediattimésa u
duty as mile marker reportédnce in Kentucky, he graduation, someone you love being rushed to the
settled back and onlgported every few miles thanks hospital, a birth, a death, a marriage, a divorce?
to less corn and more hills $eeout the window. What mile markers have brought you closer to God
The stretch of highway south of Chattanooga and which ones have set you out on a pilgrimage or a
where it weaves in and out of Tennessee and Georgia struggle with God?
3 times frustrated him a bit, as did th&75 bypass When tle youngest child moves out of the house or
around Atlanta, buttberwise Georgia and Florida goes off to college, couples often go through a period
allowed the regular reporting every 5 miles or so. of adjustment, reconnecting with each other after
On the trip home, however, the markers only told  years of just worrying about the kids.
us how far we had travelled, not how far we still ha What has caused you to readjust your image of
to go. The AAA map | had, of courseyted the exit God or your relationsh with God? How has Jesus
numbemear homesoif he had done the math he fit into those times?
could have figured it out. Instead, we hesrgdular Unfortunately, in church we too often act as though

reportssuchaswéor e 178 mil es n o ourrelationshipwith&od or our image of God is
Georgia border, 0 over t hestatiéd seves changing @arfd wéisiifle thesSdeep@rsd ¢
Di sneyworl do (which pr omi lfegivingiconvefsatians.ur ed #fl t 6s a

Smal | , Smal |goWoandodedgnd qvdr.a y i rThe reality is that wall experience these passages
In fact, | stopped worrying about mile markers of growth and change.
and started measuring distance in how many times Just as that road trip
that tape played t hr ough elatidnsheps, aur jpuendy thoough tife givesiusVe at
more bear jamborees fr om differem geispedives and differenhuaderstandings.
In Psalm 90, Moses pray$,L o teach us to We all have these experiences. It is wise to note

count our days that we mathemg kis gooddo takialset thémetanurture and
| have always taken that to mean that we should encourage one another. In the process, we may

remember that we are mortals with a finite life span discover we share similar experiences and similar
and, as such, should cherish each day as a gift. Some moments of epiphany and growth.
people, however, dwell on their feartbe end of It is a small world after all.

their lives, sapping the present of any joy it might /\

have given them. %é/%%%
No, God does not wish for us to live with dread

but to live joyfully and abundantly. Teaching us to

count our days is a gift which makes each day a gift

as well.



August

1 - Beth Helmkamp

2 - Kori Baron

3 - Destini Lednicky

4 - Judy Crowder, Athana
Tomlanovich

7 - Dustin Wiegand, Nathan
Pavish, Tracy Butler

9 - Jared Faulkner

7 10- Dale Noble, Stacey Noble
Who's gﬂtabuthdﬂg? 11 - Abigail Wiegand, Lucy
Lednicky, Auden Hill

12 - Elizabeth Shewmake, Allie Hosto
14 - Kyle Bassett
15- John Gebelein, Luke Lednicky
16 - Alyssa Niehaus, Royce Tucker
18- Leigh-Ellen Kichline
19- Benjamin Farrell
20- Tena Cotton, Jeremy Crockett
21- Lyndon Thies
22 - Vicki Roberts
24 - LeAnn Hartwick
25- Margaret Hinkle
27 - Samarha Kichline
28 - Christine Weller

September
1- Linda Votaw
5 - Carter Burk
6 - Holly Sadowski, Jean Brave
7 - Hunter Counton

8 - Karissa Burk, Harold Heideman, Charlie Tweedy

9 - Tanner Fink
12 - Brior Wiegand, Noah Hanfelder, Bill Hartman
147 Dennis Johnson
15- Ramona Determan
1771 Richard Hosto
21-Ted Gowin
22 - Nathaniel Butler, Nathan Dykes, Michelle
Pulaski
23- Sydney Berthlett
24-Cory Frye

If you want others to be happy, practice compassion.

If you want to be happy, practice conspen.
i The Dalai Lama

| Bemember
Prayer

Hospitalized or Health Concerns

since the last Messenger:

Fred Devaney, Roger Ringering, Eli Roberts,
Amanda Fortenberry

Staying Close to Home/
Chronic Health Concerns

Lucille Aubin Margaret Rowden
Betty Wiegand Merle Bassett
Bob Hall Helen Crouthers

Don Schueler Edgar Tohill

In Nursing Homes

Margaret Hinkle, Hitz Memorial N.H.

Brad Bailey, Edwardsville Nursing & Rehab
Jim Jones, Morningside

Ed Hamlin

Serving in the Military
Dustin & Ashley Richards, Caleb Roberts, Blake
Sabolo and Brandon Southcombe

Overseas Teacher/Diplomatic:
Leigh-Ellen Kichline
Amy Tohill

In heartfelt sympathy for the families of:

,/'—-* Beatrice Doerrwho died July

‘ 21. Services were July 24 at
! Paynic Home for Funerals with
Rev. Southcombe officiatg.

Jeanne Holtwho died July 28.
Services were July 31 at Marks
Mortuary with Rev. Southcombe
officiating.

Edgar Tohill who diedAugust 10, 2015
Arrangements are pending at print time.
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RALLY DAY
September 13

Bible Presentation Sunday
Decorate the Sunday School Rooms
Special surprises!!

Movie Night
August 19
The Da Vinci Code

Gather at 5pm to watch the movie
Or watch it at home and come for the
Discussion at 7pm.

We 61 | pick up in Acts

Workbook available in church office.

Still Speaking Bible Study
Part 3: Acts 1626
Wednesdays at 7pm.
Beginning Sept. 9

wher ¢

To the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum and
Library in Springfield and lunch with Sadonna.

Saturday, August 29

Ourownifout of t cGadonha me mb
McMillan will be our docent as we tour the museum
and other sites on the Lincoln touNed | | | eav e
church at 9am, arrive at
10:30 and take about a 10 minute walk to the
museum. The museum has a Subway® Restaurant or
we can find another place on the waylunch.(If
that much wal kilidgpfolksoffa pr
at the door.)

Museum admission:

1 Adults $15
Seniors (62+) $12Military (ID required) $10
1 Children (515) $6
4 and under, no charge
1 Student (ID required) $12
1 Museum Admission also availabfor
purchase at the door

To purchase tickets in advance, go to:
https://www.illinois.gov/alplm/Pages/default.aspx

Spri

Sign up on the board in Berry Parlor.
Please indicate if you are willing to drive and how
many passengers you can take.

But | know, somehow, that only when it is
dark enough can you see the stars.
T Martin Luther King Jr.



https://www.illinois.gov/alplm/Pages/default.aspx

Annual
Salad Luncheon
September 24

11lar2pm
In Fellowship Hall

Set upon the 23rd
Sedsladys Abernathip sign up to help

Create Your Own Christmas Club

As of August 15, there are 116 days until Christmas! Our cards can help you stick to a
budget, prepare responsibly rather than rush around in the days just before Christmas, have
a happier, healthier Advent by already having your shopping doned or having the cards
ready for your shopping and your budget in good shape. Want to pick out the gifts yourself?
You can still use the Manna Money cards as a way of preparing and budgeting.
Our Manna Money Cards (Gift Cards) can help you:
9 Stay on budget and avoid going into debt at the last minute. Spread out your Christmas
expenses, start planning now and buy a card or two every week.
1 Shop safely on-line. Gift cards do not have any of your personal information. Use a
refillable card to make up any difference on your order.
9 Stick to a budget. Buy a few cards every week now and use those cards when the
sales start. You will already have the money set aside in the cards and can avoid
overspending at the last minute.

Check out the possibilities at the Manna Money table in coffee fellowship every week!



August 30

5t Sunday Service Sunday!
Special Guest: Rev. Dr. Sheldon Culver, lllinois South Conference

Our service project for our 5" Sunday Service Sunday:
School Kits for Church World Service.
To assemble a School Kit you will need:

1 One pair of blunt metal scissors (rounded tip)

Three 70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or
filler paper)

One 30-centimeter ruler (12")

One hand-held pencil sharpener

One large eraser

Six new pencils with erasers

One box of 24 crayons (only 24)

=

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

17 One 12" x 14" to 14" x 17" finished size cotton or lightweight canvas bag with cloth
handles. (Please, no reusable shopping bags or backpacks.) WMT is providing the
bags

Pack all items inside the cloth bag.

We have tear off slips with items from this list on the Berry Parlor Bulletin Board. Please
take one or a few of the slips and bring those items to church by August 23. WMT will take
inventory and purchase the remaining items to make our goal of 50 bags. We will assemble
them after church on August 30. Come join the fun and fellowship!

School Kits give children in impoverished
schools, refugee camps, or other difficult
settings some of the basic tools for
learning.

Children in the Dominican Republic using their CWS School
Kits that were distributed through SSID Social Service of the
Dominican Churches/Servicio Social de Iglesias Dominicanas
Photo: CWS




Our Conference Annual Meeting is October 23 & 24. We will participate in 3 offerings at the worship
service and throughout the business meetings in support of 3 important ministries of the Conference: DuBois
Center, Hoyleton Ministries and Deaconess Faith Cu¢
our worship services in August, September and October. The children will be collecting loose change (and
bills and checks) for DuBois Center in the month of August.

As we get cl oser to September and October we wi

their residential and foster care programs.

Please bring any of the following items to Berry Parlor by October 18 and we will present them to Hoyleton
at the Conference Annual Meeting on October 23.

H 1 Noisy OFFERING FOR
DuBoIs CENTER

Here’s the plan...

o Each ISC church asks its members to donate small or
large amounts of change at Vacation Bible School, Sunday
School, Sunday Services or meetings prior to the Annual
Meeting.

e Bring a representation of the change collected to the
Annual Meeting at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows on October 23 - 24. (You can convert some of the
change to dollars or one large check by taking the change to
a bank. They will count it and exchange it for paper currency.)

o Bring some of the offering as change in a container that
can make some noise at the presentation at Annual
Meeting.

o Designate a representative from your church to present
the money during specified times at Annual Meeting.

H2 H3

HOYLETON MINISTRIES DEACONESS FAITH
Here’s the qlan... o COMMUNITY NURSE
e Collect items from the Hoyleton Ministries” wish MINI STRY

list. This is a GREAT project for Vacation Bible
Schools, Sunday Schools, and the church.

e Bring those items to Annual Meeting. We'll
stack them up to show the generosity of the
congregations of lllinois South Conference.

e Hoyleton will transport the items from the
Shrine.

o The wish list is on the back of this flyer. Please
keep your donations to these items.

During worship on Friday...

o Ask your Church Council to seek contributions
from your congregation in support of Deaconess
Faith Community Nurse Ministry, which supports
the nurse ministries in churches and the
community.

e Bring a check with you to give during Annual
Meeting's worship service on Friday.

o During worship offer your financial support to
Deaconess Faith Community Nurse Ministry.

o You may wish to offer your own financial support
as well.
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inistries

WISH LIST

Paper Products
e Trash Bags

Personal Hygiene Products
e Deodorant

Cleaning Products

e Laundry Detergent

e Shampoo e Paper Towels

e Dishwashing Liquid

e Conditioner o Kleenex

e All Purpose Cleaner
o Toothpaste
e Hand Soap
e Body Wash

e Shaving Cream

e Toilet Bowl Cleaner
e Sponges
e Dishtowels

e Other Cleaning Supplies
e Razors (men’s & women's)

e Sanitary Pads
e Tampons

Somethoughts to think about:

One of the secrets of a long and fruitful life is to forgive
everybody, everything, every night before you go to
bed. i Bernard M. Baruch

Jesus asked his father to give us our daily bread, not a
mont hés worth of Modsds¥ader.

*k%
God is not a cosmic bellboy for whom we can press a
button to get things done. i Harry Emerson Fosdick

*k%
The feeling remains that God is on the journey, too.

i Teresa of Avila

*k%k

Some of Godbdés greatest
i Garth Brooks
*k%
God didnét promise days

sorrow,sun without rain,

but He did promise strength for the day, comfort for the

tears,and light for the way. T Anonymous

g i fBibk and they had thalans.we r e d

Once the game is over, the king and the pawn go back
in the same box
i Italian proverb
*k%
| love you when you bow in your mosqukeeel in your
temple, pray in your church. For you and | are sons of
one religion, and it is the spirit.
i Kahlil Gibran
*k%
When the missionaries came to Africa they had the
Bi ble and we had the | anc
closed our eyes. When wpened them we had the
prayer
i Archbishop Desmond Tutu

**%x

wiltth oiustn 6pta ienn,0 ulgahu gthot etra [wki te

it. And it isndét enough t
it. I Eleanor Roosevelt
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Camping
Here are some things that might be found in a camp. Draw a circle around things that might have been in a
camp in Bible times.

p N
/

~/ : )

(> @ 0 Memory Game

7S, Look at the page for
one minute. Turn the
page over and see
how many items you
)

can name.

Word Search

There are many references to camps in the Bible. Do you think that camping in the time of the Old and New
Testaments was like camping today? How was it the same? Here are some items you might use for camping.
Find them in the word search.

air mattress frying pan MIA|O|TIH|G|T]|L|H|S|A]LIF|B
axe knife AlPICIO|O[K[K[I]T|[Q|6G]Y[L]|R
backpack lantern Tl z|A Hl sleclolmiPlAlS] sl Q
binoculars map
canteen matches CIR[N[A[P[G[N[I[Y|R|[F|S[N|A
compass poncho HIK|T|T|C|I|A[B|AJA[D[S|T]|E
cook kit rain coat
cup o ElclelelsleluL|L[r[1]ulE[a]v
flash light sleeping bag S|{A|E|A[P|G|U|K|J[N[S|R|IN|W
flint and spatula C{PIN|BJOJC|T[P[R|C|H[T[D|M
stee spoon
fork water filter LIK|U|G|O(W[A|G|K|O[T|T|S|N
N|C[D|N[N|L[P|N|E[A[F|A|T|R
R o[ Al sty mle]E
G i HIB| X|P[K[T|K|Y M|Z|A|R|E|T
A bl o o K v E[N]N[F[R[L]P Al I]L]N
T, N[B[RIE[T[L[1][F[R]E[T][A]W]A
o o N[ T[v]e[c]P[F[R]O[m[D[A]L
o[BI Dy PlJ{E[S|O[Q|N|W[E[P|[S|X]|F]|I
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Use the code to figure out the Bible verse. b o f 4 k A ol t o y Il
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Connect the dots

This girl (and her dog) are doing Q OO 00 o 0 O
O Lt
something fun and healthy. Connect O o Qo o 0 O
the dots and then color the picture. A5 0 0 ) Q P 047
o O
O >(©O 0 O |z o
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