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   No matter who you areé 

or where you are on lifeôs journey,   

YOU are welcome here. 
 

 
 
     

 
Palm Sunday 

March 24 
9:30am Worship 

 
 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 28, 6pm 
Soup Dinner, Blessing of the Oil of Anointing 

Worship with Communion and Service of Healing 
In the church basement 

 

Good Friday, March 29, 7pm 
Community Good Friday Service 

at First Baptist Church, Wood River 
 

Easter Sunday 
Worship at 8:30am & 10:30am 
Communion and Choir at both 

Easter Brunch between the services 
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Prayer list 
 

Kids Klips 
 

Birthdays 
 

March Events 
 

From the Pastor 
 

One Great Hour of 
Sharing 

 
Coming in April: 

DuBois Center Events 
 

Easter Lilies 
 

cd 
I donôt care if youôre 

dead! Jesus is here, 

and he wants to 

resurrect somebody. 

ï Rumi 

ba  



 One of the privileges of 

ministry is to find myself with 

people who are looking back 

on their lives and trying to 

make sense of it all.  It is 

surprising how often lives with 

changing fortunes, turns in the 

path along the way, even some drastic turns, in 

looking back all fall into place and create a puzzle that 

fits together or a tapestry that can only be appreciated 

when you stand back and see it from the vantage of 

the weaver. 

 One 85 year old even told me, ñI didnôt know 

my life was so connected.ò  Watching her father learn 

to get around on a wooden leg and still run a machine 

shop in her teen years helped her find the strength and 

inspiration she needed after a stroke left her relearning 

how to do some simple daily tasks in her seventies.  

Her experience as a caregiver back then helped her 

appreciate the concern and worry her daughters were 

experiencing watching her recovery.   

 We are a story-telling people and the heart of 

the story we tell is death and resurrection.  Even when 

our bodies do not regain the abilities we have lost, 

telling the story can help us enjoy a resurrection of 

spiritðthe ability to see our lives in perspective, the 

ability to offer forgiveness, the understanding that 

comes with fitting all the pieces together and finding 

joy even in the most difficult times. 

 We come now to the heart of the Christian 

year, Good Friday and Easter morning.  As singular 

events they make no sense.  In the context of Godôs 

continuing plan for our salvation they make perfect 

sense.  Jesus death on the cross is meaningless unless 

we understand the life he lived, the prophetic 

challenges he laid down and the call to new life that 

was so threatening to those who conspired to kill him. 

 Easter can only be understood and transform 

us if we know the story.  Even the disciples who 

witnessed it all took some time to process it and then 

needed the Holy Spirit to open their hearts and minds 

to fully comprehend what they had just experienced. 

 In the weeks ahead leading to Easter, take 

some time to reflect on your own life.  Where do you 

see Godôs activity now, in looking back, that you 

could not see when you were living it?  Where has 

Easter been played out in your life?  Or one of Jesusô 

parables played out in your life?  Step back, look for 

the beauty of the tapestry and give praise and glory to 

the weaver. 

 Have a blessed rest of 

Lent and a Happy Easter! 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

 What do Gregory Peck, Ida Lupino, President 

Harry Truman and playwright Robert Sherwood have 

in common? 

 They were all part of the radio special on 

Saturday, March 26, 1949 called ñOne Great Hour.ò  

The broadcast closed with a request that listeners 

attend their local church the following morning and 

make a sacrificial contribution. No exact measure of 

income was possible, but it was estimated that more 

than 75,000 churches participated.  And thus was born 

ñOne Great Hour of Sharing.ò   

 The ad hoc group of church leaders from 

across the spectrum of Christian denominations issued 

a joint statement that seems a bit dated but still 

resonates today: 

 

This nationwide united effort by Americaôs 

Christians has an importance far beyond the 

practical goal of fund raising. For this great 

joint program will not only strengthen the vitally 

important relief and rehabilitation work of the 

churches overseas, but will also prove to all the 

world how great is the power generated when 

Christians unite in a common cause. 

 

 And the work continues today, all over the 

world.  Contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing 

make a difference in the lives of people. Church 

World Service, a division of the National Council of 

Churches, with overseas partner churches and church 

councils are often the first on the scene following a 

disaster of natural or human origin. Local church 

leaders identify the needs of their people. Priorities 

are set to bring long-term solutions that will improve 

the quality of life for individuals and communities 

around the world. One Great Hour of Sharing, 54 

years young, continues to respond to needs equally 

critical as when it was first created. 

 On March 10, let us join with churches across 

North America and generously support relief work, 

refugee resettlement, disaster response and recovery 

and other ministries in One Great Hour of Sharing. 

  In Christôs Service 

  The Stewardship Team 



March: 

    2 - Emily May 

  4 - Janice Farrell 

  6 - Laura Howard 

  7 - Nancy Coates 

10 - Jeanne Abert 

13 - Mary Robertson 

15 - Marie Bantz 

17 - Jason Heeren, Kaci Twichell, Pat Westerhold 

19 - Ed Tohill 

20 - Adam Noble 

21 - June Tucker 

24 - Jack Helmkamp, Dave Kibler, Donnie Ott, Brian 

Gebelein 

25 - Allison Frank, Madisyn Sheraka, Ed Gowin 

26 - Becky Manescalco, Scott Tomlanovich, Sue 

Southcombe, Julie Bauer 

28 - Bob Hall 

29 - Carol Tweedy 

30 - Linda Weller, Laura Hill 

31 - Janet Blair 

 

 
 

Order your Easter Lilies 

For Easter Morning Worship Services 

By March 17. 

$9: 6ò pots, gold wrappers, white bows. 

Forms available at the church or call the 

church office to place your order. 
 

If they are to be in Memory or Thanksgiving  

for someone, please have the picture you want 

projected on the screen to the office by March 

26. 

 

Donôt want a lily but still want to 

remember/honor someone in the slide show 

and in the bulletin insert? 

Simply make a donation to Sheltered Reality 

in lieu of a lily.  Forms at the church or call 

the office by March 24. 

 

Hospitalized or other Health concerns since 
the last Messenger: 
Paul Harris  Margaret Hinkle  
Cathi Austin  John Gebelein 
 

Staying Close to Home/Health Concerns 
Eleanor Kohlmiller, Pat Westerhold, Margaret 
Rowden, Betty Wiegand, Lucille Aubin, Ed 
Hamlin, Bob Hall, Ted Gowin, Joyce Gholson, 
Judy Hanfelder  
 

In Nursing Homes 
John Niehaus, Jerseyville Manor 
 

Serving in the Military 
Alex Frazar, Tyler Oôdell, Blake Sabolo, Brandon 
Sabolo and Brandon Southcombe  
  

   Born to Heaven 
We offer our Christian love and 
sympathy to:  
 

  The family and friends of Leila Fetcher. 
The family and friends of Lois Tucker 

 
ñHow lucky I am to have something that makes saying 

goodbye so hard.ò      ˈ A.A. Milne 
 

Praying Together 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

By your touch you call us back to life again; 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 

ï John Crum, 1928 

 

 

 

 

 



Coming Events  & FYI
 

 
The Easter Choir  
is practicing on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30 to 7:15 pm.  
Rehearsals will be held in the 
Sanctuary.  Weôll be singing 
some medleys of some 
favorite Easter Hymns. Hope 
to see you there! 

 

 
 
 

 

Chocolate for Lent  

With Bible Study  
 

Sundays during Lent from 6pm-7pm. 
We are watching clips of the 2000 Academy 

Award nominated film: Chocolat, 
and having a lively Bible Study 

based on the themes in that movie. 
 
 

 

To Joe Hanfelder for organizing 

and for everyone helping with 

the fish fry dinners. 

 
To John Gebelein for keeping 
the sidewalks shoveled and 
salted. 
 

To Evalena Oôdell and everyone on the Funeral 
Dinner Team for the great work they do. 
 
To all of our Sunday School Workshop leaders 
for the fun way they help us learn about Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

The Fabric of Safety: 

Scarves Against Bullying 

Project 
 

 Spring is approaching, and 

shortly after that, the UCC 

General Synod.  Ford Frazar has 

been working Sundays since the 

first of the year but wants to 

remind our knitters and 

crocheters that the Scarf Project is continuing to 

grow.  For all those who have been working on 

scarves, we are planning a dedication in worship on 

April 21
st
 before shipping them off for the event.  

Please plan to attend and bring your handiwork.  If 

you haven't, don't worry.  There's still time!  Any 

scarf, 4-6" wide, around 60" long, and "rainbow 

themed", are welcome!  

 

 
 

It is so much easier sometimes to sit down and be 

resigned than to rise up and be indignant.  

ï Nellie McClung, In Times Like These 



DuBois Dash 
April 6  
 

5K Trail run and a 1 

mile Fun Walk 
 

This 5K Trail Run and 1 Mile Fun 

Walk is a fundraiser for summer 

camp programs and camper 

scholarships at DuBois Center. 

Enjoy the run/walk through rolling wooded trails in early spring, 

Saturday, April 6, 2013. 

Age groups:  

10 - 13; 14 - 19; 20 - 29; 30 - 39; 40 - 49; 50 - 59; 60+ 

 

Awards to 5K Participants:  
Top 3 male and female overall and  

Top 3 in each age group. 

Limited to 250 runners. Pre-Registration deadline: March 22, 2013 

Registration fee: $25/5K Run or $20/1 Mile Walk. 

Race day check in and packet pick up: 8 am - 9 am. 

Run begins at 10 am sharp. 

Pre-registration includes free race T-shirt. Registrations after March 22 

receive T-shirt while supply lasts. 

Register on line at www.duboiscenter.org  

Time: Check in 8-9AM - Race starts at 10AM 

Cost: $25 per person 

 

 
 

The only way to live in any true security is to live so close to the 

bottom that when you fall you do not have far to drop, you do not 

have much to lose. ï Dorothy Day  

 

http://www.duboiscenter.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 




