No matter who you are

THE MESSENGER

St. John

UNITED CHURCH
CHRIST

Wood River, Illinois

" December 201

é

or where you are on |

YOU are welcome here.

Laaworslup

Christmas Choir and Chi l
Sunday, Dec. 23 during worship.
Please bring canned goods, boxed dinners,
laundry detergent, bath soap and other goods
for a special offering to Operation Blessing
during this special service.

Christmas Eve
7pm & 10:30pm
Candles, Communion at both
Christmas Choir, Bell Choir at 10:30pm only.

First Sunday after Christmas
Our Confirmands are planning
& will be leading worship.
Be ready for some Surprises!

Regular 9:30am Worship & Sunday School
Resumes January 6, 2013!

What 6s
Inside

Prayer list
Thank you

Kids Klips

drensd® Choir
Birthdays

December Events
From the Pastor

The Jesse Tree

Happy, happy
Christmas, that can win us

back to the delusions of
our childhood days, recall
to the old man the
pleasures of his youth, and
transport the traveler back
to his own fireside and
guiet home!

i Charles Dickens




on the candy thermometer slowly. Too fast
and not enough of the water whlbil away.
Whatever mystery God has wrought in the
chemical reactionthat lead to Christmas
confections, they require patience.

As it is with candy, so it is with
Advent. Advent is not delaying Christmas,

With apologies to my parents and
with deep appreciation for all their efforts, |
must admit | cannot remember much of
what | got for Christmas when | was
growing up. | remember bicycles, a Gl Joef 8
Tank and Scuba Diver, a Lone Ranger
Pistol and Holsterex and some James Bonpiee=
007 spy kits. But whether they were for ' it is the time the church spends making sure
birthdays, Christmas or just to get me to b/ we are ready to truly receive Christmas.
gui et | dondt quite .’mﬂ ¢ rToo soohyand the joy ofdCbinsas
remember specifically for Christmas is becomes meaningless, nothing more than a
getting Old Spice after shave and soap on E-F'OIM €@ chance to open presents that will be broken
rope from my grandmothe All the astor or forgotten before the end of January.
grandsons got the same Old Spice gift except for theExperience, 2,000 years of experience, has taught us
years Grandma sold Avon and we received Avon aftérat to truly know the joy of Christmas, we must
shave and soap on a rope. It was rather strange for pr@pare our hearts tegeive the birth of the Christ
year old to get afteshave, but | was the best smellingChild anew each year.

|

kid in 2" grade. We cannot have homemade noodles without
The preents at our Christmas Eve celebrationsneading the dough and letting it dry; nor candy
at Grandmads wer e, i n r sithoubvsiting fortthe rightrdayoseparatigguhe eggi a

The real excitement of Christmas was the candy andwvhites and standing patiently, never stirring once it
the homemade noodles. The time Grandma saved stars to simmer, and waiting for the gooey mixture to
buying us all the same things she in turn invested in reach just the right temperature. Patience builds our
the celebratin we would always remember. (Il also excitement; anticipation sharpens the joy of Christmas
still have the checkerboard my grandfather made all fffillment. Rush Christmas, and it never sets up,
us boys but that involved a table saw and is a subjeatever gets past the point of being a listrohgs to do
for a different epistle). rather than something to become.
Grandma would have the noodles out drging So, let us prepare for the coming of the
on the huge kitchen table and on tharde®® there Messiah. Let us contemplate what Peace, Joy, Hope
were noodles everywhere. On Christmas Eve we and Love mean for us this year. Let us think about
would arriveto the smell of chicken cooking in the  where we are on our own faith journey and where
huge pots on the stove and the noodles sitting readyQarist is in oudives, our communities and our church.
be added to the mix. What are the things we must put away in order to
Those of us fortunate to have visited Grandmanake room for the coming of Jesus into our hearts
during October and N@mber also got the chance to once more? What claim does God place on our lives
be in on the candy making. Divinity and caramels arBy coming to us in the frail, vulnerable form of an
a wonderful metaphor for Advent. You cannot makeinfant?
them until everything is just right. We must wait for Please, use the Advent resources the church
God to prepare the world to be ready to receive thesmakes available for you. Use Advent as a time to
gi fts swekettGthddcause they must be madeead, contemplate, pray and grow in faith and
when the humidity drops. You cannot make divinity understanding. And savor the candy that comes but
or caramel in the summer or even the damp, early fatince a year.
No. The sweetness of summer must be passed
completely; the leaves must be crisp and brittle Have a blessed Advent,
underfoot beforelivinity will set up. The recipe says And a Merry, Merry Christras!!
to reduce the water by a tablespoon if it is humid out
but that is simply wishful thinking. The air must be ) //4,%
dry and the egg whites whipped to firm peaks for %/
divinity to turn out. ///
And with all candy making, as withdvent,
anticipation and patience are the key. The mix of
sugar and corn syrup must reach that magic number
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Why do you feel you'd be a good fit
for our music ministry, Mr. Gabrial?

December
2 - John J. Niehaus, Bev
Thomas, Chase Counton
4 - Jeannine Burk
7 - Jerry Hall, John H.
? Niehaus
Who's QM bwthdag? 8 - Beth Farrell, Chris May
9 - Brent Bauer, Betty
Wiegand, Karrie Boyd
11 - Sue Sullivan, Larry Coates
15 - Terry Bantz, Scott Crowder
17 - Glenda Albarado, Aaron McDaniel
19 - Adam Lednicky, Briana Reppenhagen
20 - Desiree Cox
21 - Jackalynn Woelfel
23 - Marilyn Tohill
29 - Elias Theis

Praying Together
Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselvesnd all our living
we may offer faithfully.

Jnourlzyer

Hospitalized or other Health concerns

since the last Messenger:

Joyce Gholson
Peg Dubbelde
Roger Ringering

Bev Thomas

Marilyn Tohill

Staying Close to Home/Health

Concerns
Eleanor Kohlmiller, Pat Westerhold,
Margaret Rowden, Betty Wiegand,
Lucille Aubin, Ed Hamlin, Bob Hall
Ted Gowin

In Nursing Homes

John Niehaus, Jerseyville Manor
Mary Jo Ringering, Willow Rose
Leila Fetcher, Erv Keister: Bethalto Care

Serving in the Military

Alex Frazar, TylerO6del | , Bl ake
Brandon Sabolo and Brandon
Southcombe

Born to Heaven

We offer our Christian love

and sympathy to:

Renee Rhodes and family upon
' the death of her mother, Fanetta
Hornback A private committal service was
held Monday, Nov. 26 at Jefferson Barracks
National Cemetery.
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goodbye
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A.A. Milne
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Coming Events Around St. John UCC

Chicken & Noodle Dinner
Fellowship and Fund Raiser
Thursday, Dec. 6, 4-7pm

Say Good-by to our ABITIBI paper bin.
With the 6™ Street Diner moving into the old
Schuetz Market building we will lose that free
parking on Sunday mornings. We only earn
about $30/year with our paper recycling
program. The schools and other churches have
those bins nearby and most of the community
refuse programs have mandatory recycling as
well. Sod the 2 parking spaces the bin takes up
have become more valuable than the program
and we will have ABITIBI pick the whole bin up
by the end of December. Please bring any
papers you have before
our last pick up a big one.

We will not be sending out a print copy of the
January Messenger .
for February with the pancake and sausage
dinner and Lent coming
everyone posted by e-ma i | and wedl |
copy of a short January Messenger available at
the church.

We 6 | |

Christmas |
Program

The Choir and the C hildren will be singi ng
during worship on Sunday, Dec. 23
Pl ease bring a 0Goods
Operation Blessing.

H%/LET@“ﬁ

CALLET be CARE for Huosn in mad

The Hoyleton Residential Campus will have
their first Christmas Pageant in their newly
redone Chapel on Dec. 19 at 3pm. Pastor Mike
is participating as a board member and if you
would like to experience one of the best
Christmas parties around you are welcome to
o.me Itoh. ex0 ||

DE?SS, the pZaV\éLean‘taisn a? 3an the(z)I Ccl)ttage
Christmas Parties are from 4:30-5:30. Come
see true Christmas excitement!

A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes . . . and
i G fletely dbpeident ¢h tHe FaBt thhtlthe ©
doqr of freedom ha e opened frgm the
ORLQ?' gr, iE otepq Rgl? ulre%f A%\?er%rtB
i Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
German theologian and pastor

The extraordinary thing that is about to
happen is matched only by the extraordinary
moment just before it happens. Advent is the
name of that moment.

T Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark
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Sermon Series for Advent

And the Jesse Tree
Every Sunday we will listen to what the
prophets have to say to us today about the
coming of the Messiah. Are you hurting, listen
f or sGvord df Hope. Are you rushing around
and feeling overwhelmed, listen fo r
of comfort and care.

Dec. 2 Jeremiah 33:14-16
Dec. 9 Malachi 3:1-4
Dec. 16 Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6
Dec. 23 Micah 5:2-5a
and our Christmas Pageant.

And listen for the
comfort in
for us in the story of
the Jesse Tree every
week.

The children (and
anyone else
interested) will have
a chance to decorate
4 or more card
ornaments with the
biblical passages
printed on the back.
We ol |
Tree in church and they can take their
ornaments home for a family Jesse Tree or to
put the story of our salvation on your family
Christmas tree.

Good news from heaven the angels bring,
Glad tidings to the earth they sing:
To us this day a child is given,
To crown us with the joy of heaven.
i Martin Luther

The earth has grown old with its burden of care
But at Christmas it always is young,
The heart of the jewel burns lustrous and fair
And its soul full of music breaks the air,
When the song of angels is sung.

i Phillips Brooks

Godods

[ Xie Arlgato

Thanks

Danke shonE
word

Thank you to all the Sunday School Teachers
for a great first unit for our Sunday School year.
We dve

Thanks to everyone who helped deliver
Meals on Wheels the month of November.

Thanks to Vicki Roberts and Athana
Tomlanovich for setting up Communion every
month and thanks to everyone who takes the
time to provide Home Communion to our
AStaying close to

G o d 0 BhanRsltcaSamantha Rhodes and Sue

Southcombe for helping in the nursery every
week.

Thanks to the Ad Team and Finance
Team for all the preparation for the Annual
Meeting.

Thanks to John Gebelein for fixing the
pump on the boiler supplying heat to the church
building.

Thanks to everyone who helped at the
work day!

Nexttoacircust her e ai nodt
packs up and tears out faster than the
Christmas spirit.

T Frank McKinney Hubbard

| like to compare the holiday season with the
way a child listens to a favorite story. The

pleasure is in the familiar way the story b egins,

the anticipation of familiar turns it takes, the
familiar moments of suspense, and the familiar
climax and ending.

T Fred Rogers

homeo
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Fl" In fhe B'Qﬂk Fill in the blanks below with the words from the Word Find.

In those a went out from that all the should
be .This was the first and was taken while was
of . All went to their own to be registered.
also went from the town of in to , to
the of called , because he was
from the and of David. He went to be registered with ;
to whom he was and who was a . While they were
there, the came for her to her child. And she gave to her
and him in of , and
him in a , because there was no for them in the . Luke 2:1-7
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Word Find

A
D

Augustus Judea Registered LEC

Bands Laid Son DS E

ggthlehem Nianger Svria | GCO |

ey Mary Ti L1EJN

Child Nazareth arae

Clty Place Towns KRRNMNA

Cloth Quirinius World MEODI I L

David Registration Wrapped OGNNERTTL

Days NURRDVZQA

Decree _—"" AMNAXAEEBPZCAMOP

Deliver — X EWQPOPMEBDVVCDECREEDFE

Descended YALLMNFHGMHIOINUJINRKUJISUT

Emperor KNANOITARTSIGERROLOBPMAQ

Fngaged DI ALHTOLCFUHMOOYPGOQREV I

E:‘ll]’]‘:]f\““g SWEXIWYTYIAABBATNNBETE-CGC

Firatbeis EWDFNXGONHTHXINIJDCKL

Galilee HOUSEZGI|ISTAWPATCEAI |

Governor MCJMEORRYPDRZCQGLDR
CSPTIIUERVFAEWATPX
TTEFBUYGZ I ARPGGSEB
ADRADQEFMEAEXPNEYV
I VOMWI REGI STEREDJ
DKRIOBHCDLIHCSDDK|
TEMLREFNXCGOPHDI Y|
SJOQYLKRNMMTRLESNR
DTOHDAYSNLJKOQSYA
NUTSOE ATOI VOM |
AEUNDO GHJWJ\
B YH THUV
B VS L



Mission Statement for St. John UCC

St. John United Church of Christ, Wood River, lllinois

is a Christian Community:

Worshiping the Triune God

Claiming the historic faith of the church

Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ

Nurturing for Christian discipleship

Ministering to one another through fellowship and caring
Serving our community and the world

The Messenger is a monthly publication of St. JohitedrChurch of Christ, 228 Sixth St.,
Wood River, IL 62095; phone 618 X#8B82. E-mail @sjucc@sbcglobal.ne
g| Access our home page atvw.stjohnucc.net Worship is a®:30 a.m.
7N | Our Pastor is Redike Southcombecell phone (618) 558014
Tm 0 ¢KS ad48aSy3ISNI SRAGZNARLE &G FF AyOt dRSas
1 B All guests are welcome.
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St. John United Church of Christ
228 N. Sixth St.
Wood River, IL 62095

Return Service Requested


http://www.stjohnucc.net/

YEAR-END GIVING

. Warm
The Christmas Fund. &
2012 Fuzzy Tree

Place your gifts of mittens,
stocking caps and scarves
for Operation Blessing on
the tree in Berry Parlor.

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the
Cross'and the Emergency Fund is the primar
source of annual income for thavork of the
Unitgd Church Board for Ministerial Assistance
one of the corporations comprising the Pensiag
Boards of the United Church of Christ.

Make a donation to
Hoyleton Ministries and
sign your name on a bow for
the Narthex Tree.

You can hon(.)r the Christ Child during this
season by bringing gifts that will be used to
support and honor those who have served thi Support our own #

boyso and girls a
men with a gift to Sheltered

Reality scholarships to honor

or remember someone in the
Christmas Eve bulletin and

slide show during Communion.

Use the form at the church and remember to

bring in or e-mail a picture for the slides.

beloved{ hurch‘ W% 42 ‘
./l‘ ‘5\

Your gifts truly represent the ﬁ‘
incarnational nature of the church at its best. B :

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide “‘C/WJ(//?M” FERING
pension and health premium assistance to low-
income retirees, emergency assistance to the

families of c¢clergy and Chri s 5 ~uo
Gift Checks to hundreds of annuitants. Make a special Christmas gift to St. John UCC

The Christmas Fun provides a lifeline of with your AChristmas Off
hope to many lower-income active and retired either Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.

clergy and lay employees of the United Church
of Christ.

We will have our Christmas Fund
envelopes in our church bulletins on Dec. 16
and 23. We will dedicate our Christmas Fund x
Offering on Dec. 23, the fourth Sunday of P
Advent.

The table in Berry Parlor has a

catalogue from SERRV with
(7 fair trade gifts from around the
V3o~ world; a flyer from Equal
_/  Exchange where you can
purchase fair trade (and
delicious) coffees, teas, nuts,
chocolate and olive oil, with gift baskets
available; and information from Habitat for
Humanity, Heifer Project, Hoyleton Ministries,
Kindercottage and others for year-end giving.







