
      THE MESSENGER 
St. John 

 
Wood River, Illinois 

                  
                                       2011 
 

 

 

September 11  
 

Moses: Birth, Rescue and Call 
1st Day of Sunday School! 

Come see the new decorations! 
Help plan the new murals! 

Balloons & Balloon animals! 
 

Dedicate the new windows! 
Dedicate the new air conditioners! 

 
Earn some ñBible Bucksò! 

 
And some surprises! 

 

 
 

September 9: Chicken Dinner  
 

September 11: Rally Day and Teacher training/orientation 
Dedicating the new windows and air conditioners 

5pm: Confirmation class meeting 
 

September 17: 4pm Concert by  
the St. Louis Gospel Choral Union Alumni Chorale 

 

September 18: Potluck lunch after worship, ñListening Postsò 
 

September 22: Salad Luncheon!! 
 

September 25: Blessing of the Animals at worship 
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    The hard shuffling in the parking lot, 

a few pebbles kicked up to hit the door, 

3 loud insistent knocks and the 

impatient turn of the door handle and I 

knew Billy would be in my office a 

half second later.  It was 92 degrees 

outside so he was only wearing his 

dirty t-shirt, a dress shirt with a yellow ring around 

the open collar, 2 flannel shirts over that, the last 

one unbuttoned, dirty blue jeans and 8ò work boots 

tied half way up.  

   He waved, ñHi ya, Chief,ò and plopped down in 

the chair.  Billy needed to talk. 

   Billy had a long list of mental disorders.  When 

the local police picked him up for disturbing the 

peace they would call me to take him home or to the 

hospitalðsometimes he was out of the blue pill or 

the white pillðand a 3 or 4 day stay in the hospital 

would get him ñback to his baseline.ò 

    He would never make eye contact, looking off at 

the floor or the ceiling while he twitched, paced and 

rambled on about his father not letting him have any 

money, how all the restaurants and stores in town 

had banned him from coming back, he would 

chuckle at how the librarians were scared of him 

and grimace that Caseyôs wouldnôt even let him 

come in to buy a doughnut.  

   Eventually he would get around to talking about 

his mother.  She had died ñlast Augustò for all 10 

years or so I knew Billy.  His unbearable grief was 

always as fresh as just ñlast August.ò  He told me 

about the wonderful food she cookedðhis father 

now heated up everything out of a canðhow she 

did his laundry and he used to ñsmell goodò but not 

anymoreðand he was understatedly correct on that.  

His mother used to step into the fights he had with 

his father and calm him down but they no longer 

have her as a buffer and now the arguments go on 

for daysðor maybe it is just one long argument of 2 

men who simply donôt have the capacity to grieve 

without converting the grief to anger.   

 Billy  could simply not make sense of the 

world let alone a world without his mother.  His 

only connection to the church started when he 

brought his dog to the Blessing of the Animals one 

year.  Actually he saw the sign and brought his dog 

in for a private blessing having missed the Sunday 

service.  I gave him a business card and he handed 

that to the police the next time they picked him up 

after causing a ruckus at the ice cream stand and I 

became his and his dogôs unofficial pastor.  Two 

dogs running off laterðhe didnôt 

believe in leashesðBilly  was still 

stopping in for our chats. 

   When he was finished or I was 

worn out, I would say, ñLetôs pray,ò 

and I would pull my chair across 

from him, take his dirty, scarred 

hands into mine and say a prayer of thanks for his 

motherôs life and the love Billy had known through 

her.  His handsðjust for a momentðwould stop 

trembling.  His shoulders always tensed and drawn 

up around his neck wouldðjust for a momentð

relax.  And he would look at meðjust for a 

momentðthen his head would twitch again, heôd 

jump up, ñGotta get going, Chief,ò and scurry back 

out into the heat.  Then half a can of air freshener 

would get my office back to baseline. 

   I think people like Billy make us nervous because 

we are not sure how many synapses or molecules of 

neuro-transmitters away from normal we are from 

living in the same cloud of confusion.  And more 

than anything we absolutely detest our feelings of 

helplessness when we canôt ñfixò them. 

    Every once in a while, however, we do have the 

chance to offer them and us a moment of peace.  

Sometimes prayer can calm the twitching mindð

sometimes we can simply affirm the reality of their 

grief, loneliness or despairðsometimes we can 

simply offer them the compassion of Christ 

listening to them without trying to ñfixò them. 

   At the same time, we acknowledge in our own 

hearts that we also have grief, confusion, anxiety 

and fears we do not fully understand and find relief 

only when we turn to God in prayer.  Hopefully our 

relief lasts a little longer than one sigh and 

hopefully our prayers bring us a glimpse of clarity 

that can guide us for more than just a moment.  

Sometimes we need to just grasp hold of the 

moment for the gift it is. 

    Anyhow, after his father died, I heard through the 

grapevine that Billyôs brothers found a group home 

in which to place him.  It was ñsomewhere down in 

Wood River or Roxana or someplace down there.ò 

    So if I seem to be scanning the crowd at our 

Blessing of the Animals a little more furtively than 

usual, and if I donôt have any business cards to hand 

out that day and if you see me cringe if someone 

calls me ñChiefòðat least now youôll know why. 

     Pastor Mike  



 
 

 
 

3 - Evelyn Tedrick 

  5 - Jean Brave, Fran 

Flecken 

  6 - Holly Dykes 

  7 - Hunter Counton 

  8 - Karissa Burk, Harold Heideman, Charlie Tweedy 

  9 - Tanner Fink 

10 - Melissa Crockett 

12 - Brior Wiegand 

15 - Ramona Determan 

21 - Ted Gowin 

22 - Nathaniel Butler, Nathan Dykes, Michelle Pulaski 

23 - Sydney Berthlett 

24 - Bea Doerr 

 

My favorite poem is the one that starts ñThirty days 

hath September,ò because it actually tells you 

something.  

ï Groucho Marx  

 

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill 

except for learning how to grow in rows.   

   ï Doug Larson  

Please keep in prayer: 
 
Those Hospitalized  

since the previous Messenger 
Tim Coates, Margaret Rowden, 

Charlie Tweedy, Erv Keister, 

Henrietta Hughes 

In Nursing Homes 

Ruth Jones, Marie Pearson, Mary Tickner, Mary Jo 

Ringering, Henrietta Hughes 
 

Staying Close to Home or Recuperating 

Lucille Aubin, Shirley Thatcher, Pat Westerhold, 

Eleanor Kohlmiller, Betty Wiegand, Margaret 

Rowden, Chuck Ursprung, Darleen Gowin, Erv Keister 
 

Those Serving in the Military 

Alex Frazar, Tyler Oôdell, Dan Roberts, Blake Sabolo, 

Brandon Sabolo, Brandon Southcombe 
 

And we pray for those who mourn: 

The family of Martha Schmidt, who 

died August 3. 

 

Judy Hanfelder upon the death of her 

sister, Sharon Rau 
 

Words to ponder: 
     

A rock pile ceases to be a rock pile the moment a 

single man contemplates it, bearing within him the 

image of a cathedral.  

ï Antoine de Saint-Exupery  
 

I never did very well in math ï I could never seem to 

persuade the teacher that I hadnôt meant my answers 

literally.    ï Calvin Trillin  

 

Surplus wealth is a sacred trust which its possessor is 

bound to administer in his lifetime for the good of the 

community.  

ï Andrew Carnegie  

 

It is not scientific doubt, not atheism, not pantheism, 

not agnosticism, that in our day and in this land is 

likely to quench the light of the gospel. It is a proud, 

sensuous, selfish, luxurious, church-going, hollow-

hearted prosperity. 

ï Frederic D. Huntington, Forum magazine, 1890 

 

      



     It takes a lot of faithful work ñbehind the scenesò to keep things running 
smoothly at St. John UCC.  Weôll try to name a few of the many each month.   
 Marion Skundrich for the get well, thinking of you and other cards she 
sends every week.  Pastor Mike often hears how much people appreciate 
those cards and often sees them pinned to bulletin boards or on tray tables 
next to their hospital bed. 
 Marlene Oôdell for leading us in songs and hymns every Sunday and 

for changing the banners in the sanctuary.  Brad Pulaski for putting the slide show together and running the 
projector; Vivian and Leticia Vasquez for learning the projector and sound board to fill in for Brad when he 
is off camping with the Boy Scouts; Scott Pulaski for helping with all the projector and sound board stuff, as 
well. 
 Jared Faulkner for the wonderfully transformative music, especially the pieces he plays during the 
offertory. 
 Sadonna McMillan for offering the Childrenôs Message when Pastor Mike was gone, always being 
available to sign checks and for keeping the library organized and welcoming. 
 Gladys Abernathy and Carol Tweedy for changing the paraments for funerals and back again for 
Sunday. 

 

Interested in Confirmation? 

 
 If you are interested in confirming your 
faith or have a 6th grader or older you think 
might be interested, see Pastor Mike.  We are 
getting a list together of those interested and 
deciding when to start the classes and field 
trips. 

Or come to a meeting September 11 at 5pm 
and weôll plan together! 

 

Interested in a 
Couplesô Retreat? 
Or an All Church 

Retreat? 
See Pastor Mike or 

Linda Gebelein if you 
are interested in a retreat next Spring. 

We have dates available at DuBois and will make 
reservations if enough people are interested. 

 
I like nonsense; it wakes up the brain cells. 
Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living, itôs a 
way of looking at life through the wrong end of a 
telescope. Which is what I do, and that enables 
you to laugh at lifeôs realities.  ï Dr. Seuss  

 
Family is not an important thing, itôs everything.  

ï Michael J. Fox  
 

All You Can Eat 
Family Style 

Fried Chicken Dinner 

 
Friday Sept. 9th, 4pm-7pm 

Tickets: Adults $10.00 
Children 6-12, $5.00 

5 years and under, free! 
Carryouts available 
All Proceeds go to 

Hellrung-Jacobs Scholarship Fund 
 

Sign up to help serve. 
Sign up to bring a dessert. 
Take some tickets to sell. 
Tell your friends about it. 

 



With the first unit of Sunday School being ñMoses: Birth, Rescue and Call,ò we 
thought the following from ñCrossings for Kidsò might be of interest for everyone. 

 

Exodus ï The Story of the Way Out 

 During August and September this year many churches read from the book of 

Exodus, which contains some of the Bibleôs oldest stories. We meet Moses. He was 

born as a Hebrew slave, but through a surprising twist of fate, he was raised by the 

Princess of Egypt! You can read about this in Exodus 1:8ð2:10. What do you think it 

might have been like to be young Moses? 

 When Moses grew up, he was troubled by the way the Egyptians oppressed the 

Hebrew people, and this got him into some trouble that forced him to run away. You 

can read what happened next in Exodus 3:1-15. If you were Moses, what do you think you might be feeling as you 

saw the burning bush and heard God speak to you?  

 God asked Moses to do something that was very difficult. God wanted Moses to go to Pharaoh, the most powerful 

person in the world, and demand the freedom of the Hebrew people. Moses didnôt think he was the right person for 

the job, but God let Moses know that he wasnôt going alone. It was not through Mosesô power and might that the 

people would be freed ï but through Godôs power and might.  

 And so, in Godôs name, Moses and his brother Aaron went to Pharaoh. Read Exodus 7:14ð10:29  to learn about 

the nine plagues experienced by Pharaoh and the people of Egypt. Which plague would have been the worst for you 

to experience? Which plague do you think was the most awesome, showing Godôs power? 

 In other parts of the Bible the plagues are called ñsigns and wonders.ò Through these works, Godôs power was 

revealed. You might also notice that the first nine plagues have patterns. Before some plagues Pharaoh is warned 

outside. With others, he is warned inside, or not at all. Some plagues are started by Aaron; some by Moses. Study the 

chart and circle plagues you would have liked to avoid. 
 

 Aaronôs plagues  Mosesô plagues 

Pharaoh warned outside 1 4  7 

 Water to blood  Flies  Hail 

 Exodus 7:14-24 Exodus 8:20-32 Exodus 9:13-35 

 

Pharaoh warned inside 2 5 8 

 Frogs  Cattle diseases Locusts 

 Exodus 7:25ð8:15 Exodus 9:1-7 Exodus 10:1-20 

  

No warning 3 6 9 

 Gnats Boils  Darkness 

 Exodus 8:16-19 Exodus 9:8-12 Exodus 10:21ï29 
  

 Water turned to blood, frogs, gnats, flies, sick cattle, boils, thunder and hail, locusts, and finally, unending 

darkness. Pharaoh and the Egyptians endured nine different plagues. Each time, Pharaoh said he would let the Hebrew 

people go, but Pharaoh was stubborn; the Bible calls it being ñhard hearted.ò In the end he always changed his mind 

and would not let the people go. Can you think of times when you have been ñhard heartedò?  

 Now one last plague would convince even hard-hearted Pharaoh: every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die. This 

includes everyone ï the firstborn of Pharaoh, the firstborn of the slaves, even the firstborn of the animals. Everyone is 

warned of the coming terror. There is only one way to avoid it, and these preparations became known as the Passover, 

because the angel of death passed over the houses that were marked with the blood of the Passover lamb. Read 

Exodus 12:1-14 to find out about this part of the story. If you had been in Egypt on the night of Passover, how do you 

think you might have felt?  

 As terrible as this plague of death was, in the end it caused Pharaoh to let the Hebrew slaves go. Read Exodus 

14:19-31 to learn about the exodus from the land of Egypt. Then read Exodus 15:20-21 to learn the victory song of 

Miriam, Mosesô sister. Then think of a song of celebration you like and share it with your family. 
ï Reprinted with permission from Crossings for Kids (Grade 3), ©Logos Productions. 



 



The Storytelling Circle is the heart of ñCome Join the Circle.ò 
This is not a workshop in itself.  We need to tell the story a few times, adding a bit each 
time throughout the unit.  The Storyteller may decide to open every class or simply tell the 
story a few times through the weeks of the unit.  While we need to tell the story the first 
week, weôll decide at Teacher Orientation on Sept. 11 what other weeks to open with our 
Storytelling Circle. 
 
In Community Life we might make a ñWe Care Bookò to send to our 

shut ins, a ñsecret palò card to send to friends or make cans for collecting pennies for our 
local food pantryðall because the ancient Hebrew people took care of their elderly family 
members, Moses was a secret little brother raised in the palace and the Israelites were 
commanded by God to care for the hungry in their community.   We learn to live the 
lessons we find in our scripture stories. 
 

In Brain Teasers weôll learn the story by putting puzzles together, following mazes, 
playing ñWho am I?ò, solving word search puzzles and playing Memory games.  We may 
even have some puzzles and games to bring home and play with the 
rest of the family! 
 

And just as we use our whole brain in Brain Teasers, we use our 
whole body to learn the story in Fun and Games.  Here the story will 
get us moving while challenging our memories, bravery and 

communication skills.  We may have to ñflee to Midianò or play ñBrave Balloon Popò.   

 
Time Out is not what it usually means.  In this workshop weôll have the chance to 
experience quiet, reflective learning.  As Moses stood on holy ground when God was 
speaking to him, our Time Out space is holy ground.  Maybe weôll have to take off our 
shoes.  We can learn to meditate, write our own prayers, and listen to the sounds of 
nature to see if God is whispering to us.  We might paint a mural or run our toes through 
sand.  This sounds like something a lot of us need to do in our families! 
 
In Show and Tell weôll act out the story through unrehearsed plays with ñstory bagsò or 
use scripts or puppet shows.  Whatever way we perform the story, weôll be learning how 
to tell the story to others, get inside the lives of the characters and 
learn more about ourselves in the process.  Plus, we get to wear 
costumes! 
 

Then we can explore the story through some Hands On activities like 
making a scratch off painting of the Burning Bush, or a texture 
painting of the princess finding Mosesô basket in the reeds by the 

river.  (The leadersô guide for this one says, ñAnticipate messes and unpredictable 
results so relax.ò  That sounds like fun for everyone!) 

 
In Food and People we might make an Egyptian spiced drink called Sahlab, white pita 
bread called Aysh Shami, Egyptian salty rice called Orze Madses or make 
a food storage container from air drying clay.   
 
In Making Music we will do just thatðlearn songs, learn dances and 
actually make some instruments.  We may even come dancing into 

worship and teach everyone in church a new song! 
 
 



Calling All Sunday School Teachers  
and Helpers!  

 Do some of those learning centers look like fun?!  Do all of them look like fun?!!  Then maybe God is 
calling you to be a learning center leaderðor maybe a helper.  See Rene Butler, Laura Hill or Pastor Mike 
if you are interested in learning more about our great curriculum and upcoming year.  After Mosesô story, 
we will learn about Lukeôs Birth of Jesus stories and then Jesus the Good Shepherd.  Weôll have ñtake 
homeò packets for parents and lots of information about each unit. 
 And you donôt have to know everything to start with.  We are having a teacher training and 
orientation after coffee fellowship on September 11 where we will: 
 

 Hand out curriculum packets if you havenôt already picked one up. 

 Go over the Biblical background sheets so teachers are familiar with the story. 

 Go over supply lists and pull supplies from the cabinets we already have. 

 Answer any questions you might have. 

 Talk about problems weôve had in the past and how to deal with them this year. 

 Pray for a new and wonderful year of Sunday School. 

 Talk about our new ñBible Bucksò rewards for our students. 

 Talk about our new mural wall in the hallway. 
 

Tentative calendar for Moses: Birth, Rescue and Call 
September 11, Rally Day:  Storytelling Circle and 

painting our mural 
 Teacher orientation after coffee fellowship 
September 18: Community Life 
September 25: Blessing of the Animals, we stay 

in worship (outside, hopefully) 
October 2: World Communion Sunday, we stay in 

church 
October 9: Storytelling Circle and Brain Teasers 

October 16:  Fun and Games 
October 23: Storytelling Circle and Time Out 
October 30: Show and Tell 
November 6: Communion, stay in worship. 
November 13: Hands On 
November 20: Food and People 
November 27: Making Music 
 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of the wonderful 

volunteers who made our VBS so successful!  We had 68 kids present, 

which was a great turnout! We are so pleased with the energy and 

enthusiasm that the kids showed. Every nook and cranny of the church 

was used for crafts, story time, recreation, song, snacks and science. Plus, 

the upstairs was lovely and cool for the kids, which was a relief!  

 Once again, this VBS exceeded our expectations; it really was 

amazing to see all of the children having fun, and to see the volunteers 

bustling about.  We were also pleased to have over 20 VBS children 

attend our church service on the 31
st
 to sing and dance and show the 

congregation what they had learned.  

    We also raised $240.21 for Operation Blessing, and contributed over 

270 canned goods, just from Bible school alone!  

    There arenôt enough words to describe what a great week it was, and 

there arenôt enough ways to say thank you to everyone who contributed so 

much. We could not have such a successful VBS without all of the 

volunteers who make it so much fun.  It truly takes almost the entire 

congregation to pull off something this big and this exciting: we couldnôt 

do it without you.  Thanks! For more Dave Nelson comics go to 
www.findingelim.com 

http://www.findingelim.com/


 

Update from Finance Team 
As of 7/31/2011: 
  Income         Expense Difference 
1

st
 Qrtr: $38,230.03 44,831.52 (6,601.49) 

2
nd

 Qrtr: $62,274.69 60,973.32 1,301.37 
3

rd
 Qrtr TD: $12,860.73 17,096.30 (4,235.57) 

 
Total YTD: $113,365.45 122,901.14 (9,535.69) 
 

 
 

Getting to Know You 
     Hi!  Iôm John the 

Sunday School Mascot 

and in honor of this 

being the month of the 

ñPet Blessingò I get to 

write the ñGetting to 

Know Youò column. 

I was born October 10, 

1996.  My mother was Rosie and she was only a puppy 

herself when she had me.  Pastor Mikeôs daughter 

Elizabeth had read about a 6 month old blonde cock-a-

poo that had been hit by a car and was being left 

outside after her surgery because the people did not 

want her bleeding in their house and they didnôt want a 

dog anymore.  So Elizabeth rescued my mother and 

figured out she had been pregnant for about a week 

when she came to live with them in the parsonage. 

     Sue delivered all four of us in a box in Elizabethôs 

bedroom.  My brother George was breach and is the 

oldest by 2 hours.  I am second oldest, then my brother 

Ringo and our sister Paula.  Mom, George and Paula 

are gone now but Ringo and I still live with Pastor 

Mike and Sue.  The vet called us ñThe Beatles 

Puppiesò the first time we went there and the name 

stuck. 

     I get very excited on Sunday mornings and follow 

Pastor Mike around so he wonôt forget me.  I have a 

big job of helping the kids feel safe and comfortable in 

church and Sunday School.  And my bandana reminds 

them that ñGod is still speakingò through our 

congregation.  I shake a lot because I get a little 

nervous but thatôs okay, I show the kids that you can 

be nervous or different and still serve the Lord. 

     When Sue had a day care business I was the 

favorite dog of the little ones she watched.  They could 

cuddle up to me or pet me and I was always very 

gentle with them.  And sometimes they would drop 

food on the floor but I was very good at cleaning up 

after them, especially peanut butter and jelly. 

     I used to jump up on the couch and sit next to 

Pastor Mike when he was reading or watching TV.  

My hips are getting a little older now so I sit on a 

special pillow right at his feet because I canôt jump up 

or get down as well as I used to.  I wait for Pastor Mike 

at the door even when he is late coming home or if he 

gets called out in the middle of the night.   Sue sleeps 

better knowing I am on guard until he gets home.  And 

I usually get a cookie because I am very good and 

know it is Pastor Mike so I donôt bark and wake 

everyone else up. 

     Iôve been a Sunday School mascot for about 10 

years now and I really, really enjoy it.  My brother 

Ringo likes to bump his head 

into the heads of little children 

and knock them down and then 

run around them to get them to 

play so he would not make a 

very good Sunday 

School mascot.  I have 

never ñhead-buttedò 

anyone so I make a very good Sunday School mascot.  

Ringo had a stroke last year and tilts his head to one 

side now but he is still very fast when Sue opens the 

treat jar so I think he is doing just fine. 

     I enjoy eating, especially the ends of sandwiches or 

a little melon from Pastor Mike when Sue is not 

looking.  But when she cleans my beard she knows I 

got something more than the healthy food she feeds us.  

I am cursed with a handsome beard! 

     I am very glad to be at St. John UCC and to love all 

of you!

Ringo: head-butter 

NOT a good Sunday school mascot 


