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What 6s
Inside

Note from the
Pastor

Ra' ’y Day Prayer list

Thank you

September 11 Kids Klips

Moses: Birth, Rescue and Call Calendar
. 1%' Day of Sunday School!
Come see the new decorations! Birthdays
Help plan the new murals!
Balloons & Balloon animals! Finance Ministry

Team Update
Dedicate the new windows!

Dedicate the new air conditioners! Upcoming events

Earn some fABi bl e Bu|cks 8decial
1 — v Sunday School

®5 COME JOIN THe AIRCLE ) And some surprises! Insert
te te te te Exodus: the
\\9 School! QQI% School! lea/ School! le} School! QQJ Story Of the Way
September 9: Chicken Dinner out

September 11: Rally Day and Teacher training/orientation
Dedicating the new windows and air conditioners
5pm: Confirmation class meeting

September 17: 4pm Concert by
the St. Louis Gospel Choral Union Alumni Chorale

September 18: Potlwuck | unch after worship, ALI
September 22: Salad Luncheon!!

September 25: Blessing of the Animals at worship



The hard shufflingn the parking lot,

a few pebbles kicked up to hit the door,
3 loud insistent knocks and the
impatient turn othe door handle and |
knew Billy would be in my office a
half second later. It was 92 degrees
outside so he was only wearing his
dirty t-shirt,a dress shirt with a yellowng around
the open collar? flannel shirts ovethat the last
one unbuttoned, dirty
tied half way up.

He waved, AHi loppaddow@mi e f
the chair. Billyneeded to talk.

Billy hada long list of mental disorderdVhen
the local police picked him up for disturbittge
peace they would call me to take him home or to the
hospitad sometimes he was out of the blue pill or
the white pilb anda 3 or 4 day stay in the hospital
wouldge him fiback to his

He would never make eye contact, looking off at
the floor or the ceiling while hievitched pacedand
rambled on about his father not letting him have any
money, how all the restaurants and stores in town
had banned him &m coming backhe would
chuckle at how the librarians weseared of him
andgrimacethaCas ey d6s woul dnoét
come in to buy a doughnut.

Eventually he would get anad to talking about
hismotherrShe had died dllast
yearsor so | knew Billy His unbearable grief was
al ways as fresh He®ldmneu st
about the wonderful food she cookedis father
now heated up everything out of a éahow she
did his |l aundry and he wu
anymoré® and e was understatedly correct on that.
His mother used tstep into the fights he had with
his father and calm him down but they no longer
have her as a buffer and now the arguments go on
for day® or maybe it is just one long argument of 2
menwho simplydo 6t have the cap
without converting the grief to anger

Billy could simply not make sense of the
world let alone a world without his mother. His
only connection to the churdtarted when he
broughthis dog to the Blessing of the Animalse
year. Actually he saw the sign and brought his dog
in for a private blessing having missed the Sunday
service. | gave him a business card and he handed
that to the police the next time they picked him up
after causing a ruckus at the ice cream starttll
became his n d h i unoffidial gasi. Two
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From the Pastor

dogs running off latér hed i d n 6 t
believe in leashés Billy was still
stopping in for our chats.

When he was finished or | was
worn out, Il woul d
and | would pull my chair across
from him, take his dirty, scarred
hands into mine and say a prayer of thanks for his
mot her 6s | i f ehadknavn through | o
bee. Hjs baads gist farra dnonged woull stdp b o0 o
trembling. His shoulders always tensed and drawn

,uparoand dis neck wouddjust for a momera

relax. And he would look at Mejust for a
momendt hen his head woul d
jump up, AGGEhi arddgoartyaadko i n
out into the heat Then falf a can of air freshener
would get my office back to baseline.

| think people like Billymake uservous because

b ave aré nosure how many synapses or molecues

neuretransmittersawayfrom normalwe are from
living in the same cloud of confusion. And more
than anything wabsolutely detesiurfeelings of
helplessneswh e n  w dfixcthem.d t

Every once in a while, however, we do have the
chance to offer them and us a moment of peace.
Saometimes peyer chni catm the twitching ndind
sometimes we can simply affirm the reality of their
grief, loneliness odespai® sometimes we can

Asimplyosfar themfthe compakslon of Christ

listeningtothenwi t hout trying t
fi At thes SameAimneg wesatknowledge in our own
hearts that walsohave grief, confusion, anxiety
and fears we do not fully understand and find relief
sndy hemn we tufingonGed in prageo. dHdpefulli» aurt
relief lasts a little longer than one sigh and
hopefully our prayes bring us a glimpse of clarity
that can guide us for more than just a moment.
Sometimes we need to just grasp hold of the
moment for the di it is.
a Aanyhow, afteohis fpthar ded,d heatttough the
grapevi ne t hafdundBigroup jotns b
i n which to place him.
Wood River or Roxana or
So if | seem to be scanning the crowaar
Blessing of the Animals a little more furtively than
usual, and if | donodt
out that dayand if you seene cringe if someone
call s nmeathChdaedtd now youc¢

Pastor Mike
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September 2011

3 - Evelyn Tedrick

5-Jean Brave, Fran
; Flecken

Who's got A birthday? 6 - Holly Dyt
7 - Hunter Counton

8 - Karissa Burk, Harold Heideman, Charlie Tweedy

9 - Tanner Fink
10- Melissa Crockett
12 - Brior Wiegand
15- Ramona Determan
21-Ted Gowin
22 - Nathaniel Butler, Nathan Dykes, Mielle Pulaski
23 - Sydney Berthlett
24 - Bea Doerr

My favorite poem is the o
hath September, 0 because
something.

T Groucho Marx

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill
except for learnig how to grow in rows.
T Doug Larson

Please keep in prayer:

Those Hospitalized

since the previous Messenger
Tim CoatesMargaret Rowden,
Charlie Tweedy, Erv Keister
Henrietta Hughes

In_ Nursing Homes

Ruth Jones, Marie Pearson, Mary Tickrdary Jo
Ringering Henrietta Hughes

Staying Close to Home or Recuperating

Lucille Aubin, Shrley ThatcherPat Westerhold,
Eleanor Kohlmiller, Betty Wiegand, Margaret
Rowden, Chuck Ursprundarleen GowinErv Keister

Those Serving in the Military
Alex FrazarTyl er 0Odédel | |,
Brandon Sabolo, Brandon Southcombe

N Terernly,

Dan R

And we pray for those who mourn:
The family ofMartha Schmidt, who
died August 3.

Judy Hanfelder upon the death of her
sister, Sharon Rau

Words to ponder:

A rock pile ceaes to be a rock pile the moment a
single man contemplates it, bearing within him the
image of a cathedral.

i Antoine de SairExupery

| never did very well in math | could never seem to
persuade the teacher tha
literally. T Calvin Trillin

Surplus wealth is a sacred trust which its possessor is
bound to administer in his lifetime for the good of the
community.

i Andrew Carnegie

rftsno |nf| not n é/sm
nét agéscéct%sﬂmgt ati our daydarm t%ls Ig)n% E
likely to quench the light of the gospel. It is a proud,
sensuous, selfish, luxurious, chugbing, hollow
hearted prosperity.

I Frederic D. Huntingtor-orummagazine, 1890



It takes a | ot of f aistohftwl kvwecerpk tfh en
} smoothly at St. John UCC. Wedl |l try
I" Marion Skundrich for the get well, thinking of you and other cards she
a “ P& sends every week. Pastor Mike often hears how much people appreciate
those cards and often sees them pinned to bulletin boards or on tray tables

vo “ next to their hospital bed.

Marl ene O6dell for | eading wusand n s
for changing the banners in the sanctuary. Brad Pulaski for putting the slide show together and running the
projector; Vivian and Leticia Vasquez for learning the projector and sound board to fill in for Brad when he
is off camping with the Boy Scouts; Scott Pulaski for helping with all the projector and sound board stuff, as

well.
Jared Faulkner for the wonderfully transformative music, especially the pieces he plays during the

offertory.

Sadonna McMillan for offering the Childrends M
available to sign checks and for keeping the library organized and welcoming.

Gladys Abernathy and Carol Tweedy for changing the paraments for funerals and back again for
Sunday.

Interested in Confirmation? All You Can Eat
Family Style
Fried Chicken Dinner

Donot be afraid
If you are interested in confirming your .o
faith or have a 6™ grader or older you think (%@
might be interested, see Pastor Mike. We are C ===
getting a list together of those interested and
deciding when to start the classes and field Friday Sept. 9", 4pm-7pm
trips. Tickets: Adults $10.00
Or come to a meeting September 11 at 5pm Children 6-12, $5.00
and wedl!| plan together! 5 years and under, free!
Carryouts available
Interested in a All Proceeds go to

Coupl esd Retre Hetlrinmg-Jacobs Scholarship Fund

Or an All Church

Retreat?
See Pastor Mike or
Linda Gebelein if you
are interested in a retreat next Spring.
We have dates available at DuBois and will make
reservations if enough people are interested.

Sign up to help serve.
Sign up to bring a dessert.
Take some tickets to sell.
Tell your friends about it.

Y
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| like nonsense; it wakes up the brain cells.
Fantasy is a necessary ingredienti n | i ving, 1itoés

way of looking at life through the wrong end of a
telescope. Which is what | do, and that enables
you to | augh atiDriSels®s realitie

. . . _ Haveyourﬁll;thenknowlamcﬂ _
Family is not an important thin mene Jr Yyt hing.

T Michael J. Fox




rst unit of Sunday School being
foll owing from ACrossings for

Exodusi The Story of the Way Out

During August and September this year many churches read from the book of
Exodus, which cont ai n ories Wemeecetdbdsest HeavasB i
born as a Hebrew slave, but through a surprising twist of fate, he was raised by the
Princess of Egyptyou can read about this in Exodusd:8:10. What do you think it
might have been like to be young Moses?

When Moses grew up, he was troubled by the way the Egyptians oppressed the
Hebrew people, and this got him into some trouble that forced him &way. You
can read what happened next in Exodusl%llf you were Moses, what do you think you might be feeling as you
saw the burning bush and heard God speak to you?

God asked Moses to do something that was very difficult. God wanted Moses tohgoaolR the most powerful

person in the world, and demand the freedom of t he
the job, but God | et Moses know that he wasno6t goi
peoplewould befreed but t hrough Godés power and might.

And so, in Goddés name, Moses and hi s o b029 tolearmabouta r

the nine plagues experienced by Pharaoh and the people of Egypt. Which plague would htneevibeesh for you

to experience? Which plague do you think was the 1
I n other parts of the Bible the plagues are call

revealed. You might also notice that thatfinine plagues have patterns. Before some plagues Pharaoh is warned

outside. With others, he is warned inside, or not at all. Some plagues are started by Aaron; some by Moses. Stu

chart and circle plagues you would have liked to avoid.

Aarongues pl a MosesO plagues
Pharaoh warned outside 1 4 7

Water to blood Flies Hail

Exodus 7:1484 Exodus 8:2682 Exodus 9:1335
Pharaoh warned inside 2 5 8

Frogs Cattle diseases Locusts

Exodus 7:26 8:15 Exodus 9:17 Exodus 10:120

No warning 3 6 9
Gnds Boils Darkness
Exodus 8:1619 Exodus 9:812 Exodus 10:2129

Water turned to blood, frogs, gnats, flies, sick cattle, boils, thunder and hail, locusts, and finally, unending
darkness. Pharaoh and the Egyptians endured nine different plaguesnieaéhiraoh said he would let the Hebrew
people go, but Pharaoh was stubborn; the Bible cal
and would not | et the people go. Can you think of

Now ore last plague would convince even kaehrted Pharaoh: every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die. Th
includes ewryonei the firstborn of Pharaoh, the firstborn of the slaves, even the firstborn of the animals. Everyor
warned of the coming tear. There is only one way to avoid it, and these preparations became known as the Pas:
because the angel of death passed over the houses that were marked with the blood of the Passover lamb. Rec
Exodus 12:114 to find out about this part of the stolyyou had been in Egypt on the night of Passover, how do yo
think you might have felt?

As terrible as this plague of death was, in the end it caused Pharaoh to let the Hebrew slaves go. Read Exod
14:1931 to learn about the exodus from the lan&gypt. Then read Exodus 15:2Q to learn the victory song of

Mi ri am, Mosesd sister. Then think of a song of <cel
T Reprinted with permission fro@rossings for Kids (Grade 3PLogos Productions.
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The Storytelling Circlei s t he heart of ACome Join the
This is not a workshop in itself. We need to tell the story a few times, adding a bit each
time throughout the unit. The Storyteller may decide to open every class or simply tell the
story a few times through the weeks of the unit. While we need to tell the story the first
week, weoll decide at Teacher Orientation
Storytelling Circle.

Storytelling Circle

In Community Lifewemi ght make a fAWe Care |
shuti ns, a fAsecret pal o card to send to fr|
local food pantryd all because the ancient Hebrew people took care of their elderly family
members, Moses was a secret little brother raised in the palace and the Israelites were
commanded by God to care for the hungry in their community. We learn to live the v
lessons we find in our scripture stories.

Community Life

In Brain Teaserswe 0 | | l earn the story by putting ¢
pl ayi ng @fWho anmséartlopuzziesahdplayimgMemory games We may
even have some puzzles and games to bring home and play with the
rest of the family!

And just as we use our whole brain in Brain Teasers, we use our
whole body to learn the story in Fun and Games. Here the story will
get us moving while challenging our memories, bravery and

Brain Teasers

communication skills. We may have to #df -yl Mi
TimeOuti s not what it wusually means. Il n thi
experience quiet, reflective learning. As Moses stood on holy ground when God was
speaking to him, our Time Out space is hol
shoes. We can learn to meditate, write our own prayers, and listen to the sounds of
nature to see if God is whispering to us. We might paint a mural or run our toes through

’ sand. This sounds like something a lot of us need to do in our families!

Time Out
In Show and Tellwe 6 | | act out the story through u
use scriptsorpuppet shows. What ever way we perfo

to tell the story to others, get inside the lives of the characters and
learn more about ourselves in the process. Plus, we get to wear
costumes!

Then we can explore the story through some Hands On activities like

4’#

Rt el making a scratch off painting of the Burning Bush, or a texture

painting of the princess finding
river. (The | eaders6é guide for this one Hsnds O
resultssor el ax . 0 That sounds | i ke fun for everyone!)

In Food and People we might make an Egyptian spiced drink called Sahlab, white pita
bread called Aysh Shami, Egyptian salty rice called Orze Madses or make
a food storage container from air drying clay. @ ®

Food and People 1N Making Music we will do just thatd learn songs, learn dances and
actually make some instruments. We may even come dancing into
worship and teach everyone in church a new song! Making Music




Calling All Sunday School Teachers
and Helpers!

Do some of those learning centers look like fun?! Do all of them look like fun?!! Then maybe God is
calling you to be a learning center leaderd or maybe a helper. See Rene Butler, Laura Hill or Pastor Mike

if you are interested in learning more about our great curriculum and upcoming year . Af ter
we will |l earn about Lukeds Birth of Jesus stories
homeodo packets for parents and |l ots of information

And you dondét have t o knowrebkavi|gateachertraigingtaral st ar t
orientation after coffee fellowship on September 11 where we will:

&« Hand out curriculum packets if you havenot alr¢
« Go over the Biblical background sheets so teachers are familiar with the story.

& Go over supply lists and pull supplies from the cabinets we already have.

& Answer any questions you might have.

&« Tal k about problems wedve had in the past and |
& Pray for a new and wonderful year of Sunday School.

& Tal k abouti Wlue Bewk $i® rewards for our students.
& Talk about our new mural wall in the hallway.

Tentative calendar for Moses: Birth, Rescue and Call

September 11, Rally Day: Storytelling Circle and October 16: Fun and Games
painting our mural October 23: Storytelling Circle and Time Out
Teacher orientation after coffee fellowship October 30: Show and Tell
September 18: Community Life November 6: Communion, stay in worship.
September 25: Blessing of the Animals, we stay November 13: Hands On
in worship (outside, hopefully) November 20: Food and People
October 2: World Communion Sunday, we stay in November 27: Making Music
church

October 9: Storytelling Circle and Brain Teasers

ANDINGEUM __________ vo.xe.  Thank you, thank you, thank yourto all of the wonderful

ey O RS volunteers who made our VB® successfull We had 68 kids present,
which was a great turnout! We are so pleased with the energy and
enthusiasm that the kids showed. Every nook and cranny of the church
was used for crafts, story time, recreation, song, snacks and science. PI
the pstairs was lovely and cool for the kids, which was a relief!

Once again, this VBS exceeded our expectations; it really was
amazing to see all of the children having fun, and to see the volunteers
bustling about.We were also pleased to have over 20 \¢BEdren
attend our church service on the'3a sing and dance and show the
congregation what they had learned.

We also raised $240.21 for Operation Blessing, and contributed over
270 canned goods, just from Bible school alone!

e q“!" Ther e maugkewods to describe what a great week it was, and
AN i there aren6ét enough ways to say
I AW?““\TE VOUR ENTRUSIASA, BUT much. We could not have such a successful VBS without all of the

W
51;5

WE WONT HAVE A VBS WITH AN

EDWARD GOREY TWEME. volunteers who make it so much fun. It truly takes almostnhieee

congregation to pul/l of f somet hi

For more Dave Nelson comics go to do it without you. Than ksl
www.findingelim.com



http://www.findingelim.com/

oldest by 2 hours. | am second oldest, then my brothe
Ringo and our sister Paula. Mom, George and Paula
are gone now but Ringo and | stilté with Pastor

Mikeand SueT he vet call ed us
Puppiesod the first ti me
stuck.

| get very excited on Sunday mornings and follow
Pastor Mi ke around so he
big job of helping the kids & safe and comfortable in
church and Sunday School. And my bandana reminds
them that AGod is stild]l
congregation.| shake a lot because | get a little
nervous but thatobés okay,
be nervous or different arsdill serve the Lord.

When Sue had a day care business | was the
favorite dog of the little ones she watched. They coulc
cuddle up to me or pet me and | was always very

Update from Finance Team gentle with them. And sometimes they would drop
As of 7/31/2011: food on the floor but | was vgigood at cleaning up
Income Expense Difference after them, especially peanut butter and jelly.
1:tertr: $38,230.03 ~ 44,831.52 (6,601.49) | used to jump up on the couch and sit next to
2, Qrir: $62,274.69  60,973.32 1,301.37 Pastor Mike when he vsaeading or watching TV

rd .
37 Qrr TD: $12,860.73  17,096.30 (4,235.57) My hips are getting a little older noso| sit on a

Total YTD:  $113,36545 122,901.14  (9,535.69) special pillow right athisfeite cause | ca
or get dowras well as | used ta. wait for Pastor Mike
at the door even when he is late coming home or if he
gets called out in the middle of the night. Sue sleeps
better knowing | am on guard until he gets horAed
| usually get a cookie because | am very good and
know it is Pastor Mike s
everyone else up.

| 6ve been a Sunday Scho

Getting to Know You A years now and | really, really enjoy it. My brother
Hi ! o6m Johh the Ringo likes to bump his head

Sunday School Mascot into the headsf little children
and in honor of this and knock thendownand then
being the month of the . run around them to get them to
iPet Blessingd | get t Opjaysohewouldnotmakea
write theil Ge t ting to very good Sunday
Know Youo c ol { Ringo:heaeutter School mascot. | have
| was born October 10, NOT a good Sunday school masc never-biihead :

1996. My mother was Rosie and she was only a puppy snvone so | make a vegood Sunday School mascot.

herself when she had me. RRgRaH &dtrokdhskyBad shdsfhia bstfoloRe"

Elizabeth had read aboutanonth oldolonde cocler side now but he is still very fast when Sue opens the
poo that had been hit by a car and was being lef treat jar so | think he is doing just fine.

outside after her surgery becaue_‘,e the pepple did not _ | enjoy eating, especially the ends of sandwiches or
want her bleeding i n thei juphbichfomiPastor Mike fhen Shié idddb0 t
dog anymore. So Elizabeth rescued my mother and looking. But when she cleans mgdyd she knows |
figured out she had been pregnant for aboutaweek ot something more than thealthyfood she feeds us.
when she came to live with them in the paegmn | am cursed with a handsome beard!

Sue delivered all fourofusn @ box i n  El i gnddnfgladtd fe at St. John UCC and to love all
bedroom. My brother George was breach and is the of you!



